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BULGARIA 


EMINENT WRITER, PUBLISHER COMMENTS ON ANCIENT BULGARIAN CULTURE 
Sofia LITERATUREN FRONT in Bulgarian 19 May 83 ppl, 5 
[Article by Serafim Severnyak: "National Culture--Property and Responsibility"] 


[Text] John the Exarch: "You, man, you are by 
nature similar and kindred to the heavenly powers. 
You have been commanded to strive toward them... 
You alone have to comprehend the elevated state of 
your nature!... 


Quite recently I read in one of our daily papers that the most ancient 
tablets with text, about two hundred in number, had been discovered in 
Iran, Iraq, and Syria, and dated back to the period from 3150 to 2900 BC. 
And that a certain paleographer in Texas had recognized eighteen different 
symbols on them, the total amount of which supposedly represented grain, 
land, and cattle measures. All of this is, of course, rather interesting; 
the only thing that disturbed me were the dates and the definition, "the 
most ancient tablets.” I looked through my notebook. Exactly ten years 
ago, Dimitur Zlatarski, people's cultural activist, was showing me around 
the museum he had created by himself, in the city of Dulgopol, and among 
the hundreds of interesting things, he pointed out several clay tablets 
with undeciphered ideographic writings, some of which has not been drawn 
but gouged out with a sharp point. These tablets date from the Neolithic 
Age and are about two thousand years older than the ones found in the 
Middle East. They belonged to the "Zlatarski Culture," a term accepted 
by European archeology; at that time no attempt had yet been made to 
decipher them, and perhaps no attempt has been made thus far...Shortly 
after that a gold piece was discovered in the neighborhood of Varna, 
which even today bears the imprecise name of "pre-Thracian" gold. It 

has been included in exhibitions, it has visited many countries-—-the 

last time it came back from Japan, surrounded by glory and admiration. 
Speaking of the Varna gold, the Soviet professor Dr Merpert, writes: 

"No general research in the most ancient history of Europe...can even 

get by without Bulgarian materials...The village burial mounds in many 
Bulgarian lands can bring the archeologist a big or a sensational success. 
They could not give him less..." It was not long after that a tomb with 
incredible sculptural plasticity was discovered near the village of 
Sveshtari, Razgrad. Who knows why it was ascribed to the Celtic culture; 








I am not a specialist and I am not going to argue, however, the Celts had 
only made a guest appearance on the Balkan Peninsula. They stayed here 
no longer than two centuries, and they would have hardly been able to 
assimilate and develop the noble art of the Thracians and Hellenes. While 
I was taking notes for this article, I read in the press that a Thracian 
burial mound of a woman had been discovered, again near Varna--a gold 
bead necklace was found, with a bull's head mounted in the center, gold 
earrings of spiral wire with lion heads, and also a gold ring. My friend, 
senior research associate Mikhail Lazarov, says that the ring has an 
“exact parallel" with the ring that was found in this region fifty years 
ago. The last two discoveries have only one "shortcoming"--compared to 
the tablets of Dulgopol--they are much too young, only from the third or 
fourth centuries B.C.... 


I am talking about all this because I have been oppressed by one thought 
for a long time. The thirteen hundredth anniversary of the Bulgarian 
state has brought together the efforts of our scholars and cultural 
activists; many things have been evaluated, some re-evaluated. Precaution 
is used when speaking about other facts--if we open up the valve, the 
thick steam let off might create the impression that there is nothing 
higher than Vitosha. There was indeed such a danger--"discoverers" and 
"discoveries" have emerged which calmly crossed the border from the sublime 
to the ridiculous. Based on the true picture of reality, Ludmila Zhivkova 
pointed out (and this was later printed in the UNESCO magazine, CULTURES, 
No 2, 1982) that "each country, each nation and people have contributed 
and continue to contribute, have played and play a certain role have 

a determined place in the development of human historical and cultural 
processes...The Bulgarian people have deserved the right to be called 

an internationalist nation because of its freedom-loving spirit, its 
extensive historical and cultural experience and national virtues." This 
was entirely in the style of Dimitrov's precept that, in the sphere of 
culture, there are no great and small nations. And the thought that 
oppresses me is that after we have straightened things up, we have not 

yet fixed the emphases, have not yet overcome the precaution, which is 

a result of faint-hearted self-confidence, and quite often a result of an 
ola inability (or reluctance) to investigate and generalize everything 
thoroughly. 


Why doesn't this (Deneze Shumand Bese) from the university at Austin, 
for example, after he read the tablets from the Middle East, try to 

read the tablets of Dimitur Zlatarski from Dulgopol?...Three years ago, 

I was at the site of excavations led by the Soviet archeologists 
Pletn'ova and Afanasiev at the Mayatsk settlement on the shore of the 
Don River. What I saw was published--with Ivo Khadzhimishev's text and 
beautiful pictures--but it did not get anyone interested. That is, 

here in Bulgaria. In the ninth issue of last year's "BULLETIN OF THE 
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF THE USSR," S. Pletn'ova and V. Titov made general 
statements that concern us directly. Here are some of them! "Their /the 
sanctuaries'--author's note/ laid out in the form of three concentric 
rectangles has a direct synchronic analogy with the Mayatsk settlement, 
with the monuments in the Northern Caucasus and what is especially 








interesting, with those in Danubian Bulgaria." The structure in the 
Mayatsk settlement is from the end of the ninth and the beginning of the 
tenth centuries, that is, immediately after Pliska and almost at the 

same time as Preslav was built; it was built by Bulgars who stayin in 
their native land, according to legend and according to history, under 
the leadership of Bayan (Batbayan). During that period they were part 

of the Khazar khaganate. The authors write: "According to the account 
of Arabian sources, within the Khazar khaganate, only the khagan had the 
right to build masonry structures. A notable Proto-Bulgarian khan, a 
vassal of the khagan, had ordered that a white stone fortress be built 
for himself--the Mayatsk citadel is the very image of the structures built 
by his noble kinsmen south of the Danube. For his part, it was essentially 
a political step: with this act the Proto-Bulgarian khan placed himself 
in opposition to the Khazar khagan, thus Stressing his connection with the 
khagan's enemies--the Bulgarian sovereigns on the Danube." 


Is the scientific conclusion of the two Soviet archeologists so insig- 
nificant that there has been no response from us but indifference and 
neglect? Or are we still indifferent to where the Proto-Bulgarians came 
from what culture they brought to the Balkan Peninsula, which lay the 
foundations of the "first type of a f.udal-European state organized in 
our era" (L. Zhivkova)? 


During the same trip, we also visited the city of Bulgar. It struck me 
that no Bulgarian archeologist and medievalist had yet worked there! 

There was, however, a golden woman riding a snow leopard in the Kazan' 
museum that seems to have been a part of the Nagyszentmiklos collection. 
There was a museum of the Proto-Bulgarian civilization at the university 
in which Lenin studied; its curator, Professor Alfred Khasanovich Khalakov, 
had never seen or studied Vidin or Veliko Turnovo, coevals of Great Bulgar. 
This fact has not prevented him from making the conclusion that the Proto- 
Bulgars had existed at least thirteen centuries before Christ and that 
their civilization had inherited pottery and metallic mirrors from the 
Sauromation and Sarmatian legacy; from the West Siberian steppe community-- 
vessels with cylindrical necks and thick glazing; from the North Central 
Asian community--settlements with rectangular forms, corner turrets, 

and masonry with large blocks; from the Turkut community--decorations, 
stirrups, swords, blinder pendants and golden ornaments that are hollow 
inside...Are not all of these legacies found in the civilization of the 
first Bulgarian state? As far as we know, no Bulgarian scholar has yet 
visited Kazan' and Great Bulgar, and it seems as if this has already 
become a style! A bad and harmful one, of course... 


But what a celebration it was--at last--the first complete edition of 

"The Hexaemeron" in New Bulgarian! The incredible printing of twelve 
thousand copies, of the scholarly book, disappeared in hours. The 
encounter with the great Bulgarian bookman, philosopher, scientist and 
writer, John the Exarch, struck all of us. Because until then, all we 
knew was: "When some poor foreigner travels from far away to the entrance 
to the royal palace and sees it, he is amazed..."--this textbook excerpt- 
description of the royal palaces and the King in Preslav. Our common 














rejoicing was not overshadowed in the least by the fact that the Viennese 
Professor Rudolph Aitzetmuller, after devoting half his life to this project, 
had already published "The Hexaemeron" in seven volumes, and in German! 
Academician D. Likhachov says that John the Exarch's book was well known, 
sought after, and venerated in Russia well until the end of the nineteenth 
century. And why not! Listen: "And what is light and what is man?...Light 
shows everything that exists and man is the light of this world. Entering 
into it, he shows the light of artifice and the light of skills; light 
shows the wheat and the mind discovers how to make bread. Natural light 
shows the grapes and the light of thought--how to make wine..."And so on. 
John the Exarch prophesies further that the earth is round because the 

sun revolves around it; he had broad geographical knowledge and used to 
mention names such as the Iberian Peninsula, the Atlantic Ocean. He 
predicted the discovery of the Arctic, which he called Icy Land...And how 
does he "explain" the miracle called man! "While all the animals look 
down...man...can look up and down;...he can walk on the earth, but his 

eyes and his mind aspire toward heaven. That is why man is called anthropos... 
ANTHROPOS means to look upward. And this natural explanation not only speaks 
but shouts: you, man, are by nature similar and kindred to the heavenly 
hosts and powers..." There could be many such citations. We are 

expecting a new edition as we were promised--in Old and New Bulgarian. 
However, during a discussion of "The Hexaemeron," our scholars again 
stipulated: "it was based on Byzantine writings with similar content." 

It is possible that John the Exarch's genius sprang directly from the 

dry land of Patleyna! It was written in Scripture: "Abraham begat 

Jacob, Jacob begat Isaac, Isaac begat Joseph and his brothers..." Nothing 
comes from nothing, concludes the Koran, the whole thing is to fathom and 
discover the new, the creative, the unique...Recently in an interview, the 
Bulgarian professor of astronomy Dr N. Nikolov (I regret I do not know 

him personally), when asked what he learned from "his" stars, answered: 
"They are very interesting stars, they expand and contract, thus their 
surface temperature and radiation change. It is the same with people... 
Though one can notice all of this only through observation, you observe 

and you say: look what changes, look what phenomena! The question is, 

is there anyone to do the observing!..." I will sign my name one hundred 
times beneath this metaphor; in this case, by adding--to observe but also 
to appraise and generalize! Some others, however, not being content with 
the gigantic encyclopedic contents of "The Hexaemeron," do not miss the 
chance to remind us and caution us not to get carried away--the author 

was a theologian, after all, and his book mostly praised God. As if it 
were possible, several decades after the acceptance of the Cross, that 

a man of letters would not praise the newly accepted Sabaoth! It would 

be the same as saying that Copernicus and Bruno, Galileo and Huss were 

first of all atheists and then great thinkers, discoverers, and reformers... 
We could say now, without underestimating the brothers from Thessalonica, 
whose deeds are one of the unattainable miracles in the world, without 
leaving Clement and Nahum, Chernorizets and Constantine of Preslav in the 
background--that "The Hexaemeron" is a creation of universal knowledge. 

John the Exarch is a predecessor of the above-mentioned geniuses, as well 




















as of Campanella, Erasmus, More...We should do everything possible so that 

the exar of Prof Aitzetmuller becomes an example to follow. John the 
Exarch, ..: dulgarian, should be entered in UNESCO's anniversary celebrations. 
Because as academician D. Likhachov says: "This thought /it had not passed 
through my mind before/ that John the Exarch examines nature as one whole 

and man as part of nature, I reiterate, is very important. "The Hexaemeron" 
is a contemporary book because it is a poetic book about nature." Where 

and which bells do we hear ringing for us! 


And then again, we cannot get by without saying "but." Everybody agrees 
that the translation of "The Hexaemeron" is a good achievement, that an 
enormous, inspired, and most of all fruitful work has been completed. I 
got interested in the name of the translator--Nikolay Tsv. Kochev. I 
looked for it in the catalogs and came across his book "The Philosophical 
Thought of Byzantium in the Ninth Through the Twelfth Centuries." What 
luck, I said, let me see what place Bulgarian culture and philosophy 
occupied next to Byzantium during that period. The first disappointment 
came with the insignificant space devoted to Bulgaria--several pages 
between p. 66 and p. 81. Let Byzantologists speak about Byzantium, but 

as a Bulgarian man of letters, I was disturbed by a few things. As early 
as page 10 the author tries to convince us that with the fall of Bulgaria 
under Byzantine rule, "the cultural life of the Bulgarians" merged into 
the "course of Byzantine spirituality." And on p. 66, that "the philosophical 
problems of this epoch entered Bulgarian society with the adoption of 
Christianity." Let us look into the second thought; is it true? The 
author is not aware, perhaps, of the Proto-Bulgarian stone inscriptions, 

or he does not want to make use of them. What about the thought in the 
Omurtag inscription: "Man, even if he lives well, dies, and another one 

is born...!" Is it possible that a nation capable of creating a state 
would be foreign to philosophy and would rely on its mortal enemy, 
Byzantium? Does not his own translation of "The Hexaemeron" precisely 
contradict this confirmation, that has no value and no duration! As far 

as merging into the course of Byzantine spirituality, this is also profoundly 
wrong. First--"cultural life" and "spirituality" are far from being the 
same thing. And second, exactly during that period the Bogomil movement 
took place, and this philosophy spread over to the west as the heresy of 
the Bougres! Not to speak of the chronicles, saint's lives, and apocrypha, 
which are profoundly Bulgarian and were also written during that period. 

It is curious,--what would we do with Vasiliy Vrach, Georgiy Gramatik, 

and Filaret Muglenski! But that is not all; on the same p. 66, he goes 
on:"...the early Christian Bulgarian literature, in its primary, original 
form, is found to be created, to a great extent, not directly by Bulgarians 
and not for Bulgarians. Its assimilation by Bulgarian readers had occurred 
by virtue of the fact that it deals with problems of and from Christianity, 
which, on account of its universal character, turns out to be suitable for 
the Bulgarian as well." As a patriot and man of letters, I refuse to comment 
on this excerpt; I leave it up to the author's editor's, and publisher's 
conscience. 











And so--the question naturally arises: should we deal with all of this 
right now, when the Fourth Congress of Bulgarian Culture is the day after 
tomorrow, so to speak? National culture is a rather broad concept, 
especially in socialism. It includes the sprouts, and also the roots, 
the peaks of the past and the peaks of the present and future. Still 
more, as Rodney Arismendi says, contemporary culture, with its contradictions 
and fractions revolves around the socialist spiritual axis. The Party's 
directions, the speeches of Comrade Todor Zhivkov during the past years, 
are unconditional--national nihilism and groundless panegyrics are 
equally harmful to socialist man and to his culture. We are part of the 
worldwide and, most of all, the socialist cultural process. It does not 
suit us to be discovered by others; we should discover and confirm 
ourselves. As they used to do in Preslav and Ohrid, in Turnovo and 
Hilendar. As the crimson poppies of Uncle Dimitur Blagoev, as the 
thunder and lightning of Dimitrov in Leipzig the peaks will never become 
lower. They should be overcome. From the foothill to the crest! 


12334 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


JAKES REPORT TO CPCZ EIGHTH PLENUM 
AU261501 Prague RUDE PRAVO in Czech 17 Jun 83 pp 3, 4, 5 


[“CPCZ Central Committee Presidium Report on the More Rapid Application of the 
Results of Science and Technology," submitted by Milos Jakes, CPCZ Central 
Committee Presidium member and secretary, at the Eighth CPCZ Central Committee 
Session held on 15 June in Prague] 


[Text] Esteemed women comrades, esteemed mer comrades, at our Central Committee 
session today we want to evaluate the results and experience that are being 
achieved in realizing the 16th CPCZ Congress resolutions in the sphere of 
scientific-technical advance, and particularly to assess ways to improving 

the existing forms and methods of directing this advance so that it corresponds 
to the needs of our society's advance. The issue is to mobilize the entire 
party, all our working people, for a speedier implementation of the results of 
science and technology in practice, in the interests of a higher efficacy and 
intensification of our national economy. 


We proceed from a comprehensive appraisal of the results we have achieved in 
economic and social advance since the party's 16th Congress. Our practice has 
shown us that the party has formulated correct goals and tasks in the sphere 
of economic and social advance, as well as in the sphere of science and tech- 
nology. Their ~ealization has led to a further advance of Czechoslovakia's 
economy, of our entire society. 


Almost kcs 1.3 billion-worth of investments were made in our national economy 
in the years 1971-80. The value of machines and equipment has almost doubled, 
and equipment with machinery and equipment increased 90 percent in industry; 
136 percent in the building industry; and 160 percent in agriculture. The 
growth of labor productivity accounted for 90 percent of the economic advance. 
This growth was based to a decisive extent on the implementation of scientific- 
technical progress. Our cooperation with the Soviet Union has expanded, our 
overall participation in the socialist economic integration has grown. The 
structural changes in our national economy have progressed further; the role of 
progressive production branches, and particularly of engineering, chemistry, 
and partly also electronics, has been strengthened. We have progressed in 
improving the technical standards of a number of production sectors; the extent 
of mechanization and automation in production has grown. Significant progress 
has been achieved in the industrialization of our building industry and agri- 
culture. Our country's scientific-research potential has further increased. 














The creative workers in research and development have enriched our practice 

with a number of technological and product innovations, some of which are up 

to world standards. The positive changes in the nature of work continued, and 
the working people's educational standards, qualifications and creative activity 
escalated. 


All this has significantly contributed to the fact that, in the seventies, our 
national income grew 58 percent; industrial production 74 percent; agricultural 
production 22 percent; and production in the building industry 87 percent. On 
this basis we achieved a substantial upsurge of the living standards of our 
people. In the period of the Sixth 5-Year Plan we had to face the adverse 
consequences of the striking deterioration of developments in the world economy. 
In order to ensure the development of the national economy and prevent these 
influences from affecting the living standards and social certainties of our 
population, it was necessary, to a certain extent, also to make use of external 
resources. 


The Positive Results of the Development 


The task fulfillment in the period since the 16th CPCZ Congress shows that even 
though certain deviations from our intentions did take place--this was manifest- 
ed particularly in a lower rate of economic growth--our national economy con- 
tinues to develop, on the whole, positively. The eighties which we have 

entered have brought us, as was envisaged by the party's 16th Congress, quite 

a few problems and risks. The party, state, economic, and social bodies and 
organizations developed great efforts to ensure the smooth course of our 
national economy, to gradually reduce fuel and energy consumption--particularly 
the consumption of propellants, to achieve a better valorization of raw and 
other materials, resolve the disproportion between plant and animal production 
in our agriculture, and cut down the excessive number of uncompleted construc- 
tion projects in capital construction. The solution of the external equilibrium 
of Czechoslovakia's economy and the reduction of its indebtedness has become a 
task of extraordinary economic, but also political, significance. On the whole, 
we are successfully coping with these tasks. The limitation of resources, the 
implementation of the improved system of planned management, and other measures 
adopted on all management levels, as well as the development of the working 
people's initiative, have all been contributing factors. 


Industrial production in centrally planned industry increased 3.4 percent 
during the first 2 years of the 5-year plan. The realization of state target 
programs was aimed at achieving effective structural changes. The share of 
energy- and material-consuming production branches, particularly metallurgy 
and the chemical industry, in the overall production of our national economy 
dropped. 


In 1982 our agricultural production increased 4.4 percent, compared with 1981; 
13.8 percent of this was accounted for by plant production. On the whole we 
succeeded both in maintaining smooth supplies of basic food products to the 
domestic market and, despite certain shortages in the range of products, also 
in essence in mastering the problems following from the transfer in the popu- 
lation's demands after the retail prices amendment, which was, for the major 
part, recompensed. 








Due to the limited beginning of construction projects in capital construction, 
a partial improvement took place in the fulfillment of work volume and 
deliveries for the construction sites; this is now manifested in the partial 
reduction in the excessive number of incomplete projects. However, we are 
still not always successful in commissioning the projects for operation within 
the set deadlines, and in achieving the planned production parameters from the 
very beginning. 


Production dynamics are increasing in keeping with the plan this year. The 
plan in industry is being overfulfilled: during the 5 months, production has 
increased 3.2 percent, compared with the same period in 1982. In the building 
industry, production has increased 4.2 percent. The animal production plan is 
being overfulfilled. In foreign trade, the exports to socialist countries are 
being overfulfilled. However, exports to nonsocialist states are being under- 
fulfilled, and the terms of trade [smenne relace] continue to deteriorate; this 
makes it necessary to improve the quality of production and the commercial 
activities. We continue to encounter considerable obstacles on the part of the 
capitalist states connected with the critical development in these countries 
and with the continuing discrimination. 


The results achieved from the very beginning of the 5-year plan testify that 
we have sufficient strength, means and reserves to continue the process of re- 
newing the dynamics of economic advance we have embarked upon. But all depends 
on the way the entire party and the broad strata of the working people are 
capable of backing the fulfillment of the tasks of our economic policy. 


The communists’ resolve to ensure these tasks was also expressed in the course 
of recent annual member meetings and party conferences, which evaluated the 
results achieved since the 16th Congress and the ensurance of tasks planned for 
1983. The sessions devoted great attention, above all to the further advance 
of the economy; to overcoming the existing problems and shortcomings; asserting 
thrift, improving the quality of production; consolidating the party, state, 
planning, and production discipline; and implementing more consistently the 

Set of Measures in practice. The course of annual meetings and conferences 
was the expression of the party's unity, of the full support for its policy. 


The appraisal of the development to date shows that, despite a number of posi- 
tive results, we must ensure with far greater emphasis the strategic line set 
by the 16th CPCZ Congress for intensifying the economy and enhancing its 
effectiveness. The decisive prerequisite for this is a speedier utilization 
of science and technology in production. 


We are not dealing with the issues of scientific-technical advance for the 
first time. Its role became the focal point of attention for our whole party 
especially after the 14th Congress, which elevated it as the basic factor of 
economic advance under the conditions of our building advanced socialism. We 
devoted a separate CPCZ Central Committee session to this issue in May 1974; 
this session contributed toward enhancing the activity of state, economic, 
party, and social bodies and organizations in the sector of science and tech- 
nology. We devoted our atiention to the issues of scientific-technical advance 
at all sessions of our Central Committee since the 14th Party Congress. 








Extraordinary attention was devoted to the advance of science and technology by 
the 16th Congress which, in connection with the intensification of the econony , 
elevated the realization of scientific-technical [words indistinct] the 
revolutionary task of our entire society. 


Quite a few things have been achieved in the past period in implementing 
scientific-technical development. This is also expressed in the fact that we 
have achieved a solid average in a number of production sectors, compared with 
world standards, and in certain products hold first place in the world. Never- 
theless, we still have untapped reserves and possibilities, as well as various 
shortcomings in the work of our scientific-technical base and in production. 

As in other spheres, here, too, the principle is valid that what sufficed 
yesterday will no longer suffice tomorrow. The analysis that has been carried 
out and our accumulated experience show that the key problem lies in the in- 
sufficient and slow implementation of the results of scientific-technical 
advance in practice. The innovation of products and production programs, of 
the entirety of production and technology in our enterprises and economic pro- 
duction units, is lagging behind the needs of our economi¢ advance. The in- 
ternal reserves are being insufficiently utilized for the speedier introduction 
of the results of science and technology into practice. We have not succeeded 
in markedly shortening the science-technology-production-utilization cycle. 

The orientation of our science and research, and their effectiveness and opera- 
tions, still do not correspond to the needs for the advance of key branches and 
sectors; and neither does the qualification structure of our employees, nor the 
distribution of facilities in our scientific-research base and of our material 
and financial resources. There are still instances of duplicated solutions of 
scientific-research tasks. Untapped possibilities exist in the development of 
scientific-technical cooperation with the socialist countries and in the use of 
results achieved in world s::ience and technology. 


Science as a Production Force 


One of the main reasons for this is, as follows from the deliberations of the 
16th CPCZ Congress, above all the fact. that the scientific technical advance so 
far has not become the axis of planning and management and that the struggle 

for a broad and consistent implementation of the results of scientific-technical 
advance has not become the basic contents of all management, planning, and or- 
ganization work. Extensive approaches are still prevailing in management and 
decisionmaking. The current management mechanism is not creating sufficient 
pressure, sufficient hunger for, and a truly vital interest in the innovation 

of production and production programs, the improvement of quality, and thus the 
achievement of high production efficiency. 


We are now midway through the Seventh 5-Year Plan, and the substantially more 
exacting tasks connected with ensuring the plan's goals and the intensification 
aims are still before us. Without a decisive effort by the party, the state, 
economic, party, and social bodies and organizations, the entire National Front, 
we could never accomplish them. It is therefore inevitable to step up our 
efforts in ensuring the social and economic targets formulated by the party's 
16th Congress and to be more consistent in utilizing science and technical 
progress as the decisive factors of intensification and the basic source of the 
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growth of social labor productivity. We are proceeding in this from the in- 
trinsic unity of science and production. It is only on the basis of mastering 
the current multifaceted and dynamic trend, of acquiring and mastering new 
knowledge, of developing and applying new technology, techniques, and materials, 
of perfecting production means and forms of organizing production, and of 
flexibly and energetically implementing them in practice that we can comprehen- 
sively develop and consolidate socialism, better satisfy man's needs, and enrich 
his life. 


We are faced by a task, the accomplishment of which is one of the decisive pre- 
requisites for our further path forward. All our activity must be permeated by 
the effort to consistently materialize the tasks of scientific-technical 
advance; their urgent nature was stressed at the 16th CPCZ Congress by Comrade 
Husak, who stated: "It is high time to realize that the closest possible inte- 
gration of science and production is one of the most important demands of the 
present. It is also necessary to put an end to a situation where the ministries 
and economic production units tolerate the fact that many of our euterprises 

do not flexibly introduce the results of science and technology in production, 
although their contribution to our national economy is provable. We must see 
to it that the newly developed products which comply with the low energy- and 
material-consuming criteria and high utility values are produced promptly and 
in sufficient numbers for the domestic market and for export. It is necessary 
to make sure that the scientific-technical advance become the axis of national 
economy plans. The material interests of creative workers in science and tech- 
nology and of the realizers of the results of science and research must be con- 
sistently tied to a high degree of moral appraisal and to the support and pop- 
ularization of all those whose work represents an extraordinary social contri- 
bution." 


These conclusions are a directive for the entire party, for communists in 

state, economic, and social bodies and organizations. The Central Committee 

has emphasized that the exacting tasks in raising efficacy and quality, 
connected with the intensification of socialist economic integration and with 
the advance of progressive production sectors which are the bearers of technical 
progress, must be included in the Seventh 5-Year Plan. After they were dis- 
cussed by the CPCZ Central Committee Presidium and the federal government, the 
state target programs—-particularly those for rationalizing the consumption 

and utilization of fuel and energy and for rationalizing metal consumption, 

for developing selected chemical and engineering production and the electroni- 
zation of our national-economy--became part of the Seventh 5-Year Plan. The 

Set of Measures for Improving the System of the Planned Management of National 
Economy is also to contribute toward ensuring these tasks; certain further 
measures for speeding up scientific-technical progress and for improving the 
quality of investment activities have been prepared and will be tested in order 
to intensify this set of measures. The CPCZ Central Committee Presidium and 

the federal government also discussed and adopted the basic trends for advancing 
Czechoslovak science in the Seventh 5-Year Plan, to serve as directives for the 
Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences, The Slovak Academy of Sciences, and for 
university-level schools. 
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In ensuring the decisions of the 16th Congress in the field of science and 
technology, we must proceed from the fact that scientific-technical progress 
is a complicated process which, as a rule, places considerable demands on 
social resources. In making use of this progress we must respect our possi- 
bilities and the fact that it is impossible to resolve everything at once; and 
we must set ourselves gradual goals. At the same time we must see the main 
links and formulate tasks which can be carried out immediately--but also tasks 
which demand a greater concentration of forces and means and which can be 
realized within longer periods. That is why, in ensuring the rapid implemen- 
tation of the results of science and technology in practice, we must adopt 
short-term measures, the effects of which must be manifested already during the 
fulfillment of tasks in the present 5-year plan, as well as certain more basic 
measures that are closely connected with the preparation and ensurance of the 
Eighth 5-Year Plan. 


Above all, this concerns: 
--the creation and ensurance of a unified state scientific-technical policy; 


--the formulation of basic trends and tasks in developing science and tech- 
nology in Czechoslovakia's national economy; 


--the deepening of economic integration and scientific-technical cooperation 
with the CEMA member countries, particularly the Soviet Union; 


--the ensurance of greater efficiency of work in the research and development 
base, and its close ties with the needs of our advance; and 


--the development of the working people's creative initiative. | 


For this it is necessary to improve central management and planning; create 
adequate pressure on the economic production units and enterprises; and simul- 
taneously establish conditions which would enable them fully to utilize 
scientific-technical progress and, on this basis, carry out the intensification 
of production, enhance its efficacy, and improve the quality of all work. 


Where To Direct Our Efforts 


In materializing the economic strategy formulated by the party's 16th Congress, 
we must proceed form the more exacting conditions of our development than in 
the past. In keeping with the demands of intensification, production growth 
will have to be ensured, in essence, only by a higher valorization of energy 
and material resources and with limited investment means. Moreover, the 
exacting nature of conditions reigning in the sphere of foreign trade relations 
will be enhanced, above all due to the increasing competition on the world 
market and due to the need to reduce our indebtedness. Depending on the 
development of the international situation and on the armament of Western 
countries, we will be consolidating the defense ability of our country as a 
firm part of the Warsaw Pact. 
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Throughout the period of the eighties, the mobilization of all internal resources 
at our disposal and the full utilization of our powerful material-technical 

base and also of the extensive forces of our soceity, both in the interests of 
the more rapid growth of labor productivity and national income, as well as of 
improving the people's living conditions, are of a decisive significance for 

the further development of the Czechoslovak economy. In the first place this 
means achieving a higher valorization of the resources of fuels, energy, raw 

and other materials; a saving of working hours; and the improvement of the per- 
formance of existing basic assets and their utilization. 


This requires the most resolute rationalization of production; the application 
of less material- and energy-consuming technology; a speedier innovation and 
improvement of the technical-economic standards of products and of production; 
and the reduction of the number of rejects and losses in all phases of the pro- 
duction process. This cannot be accomplished without a consolidation of tech- 
nological and work discipline. At the same time it is necessary to ensure that 
production is fully harmonized with the planned utilization, and to cut down 

the excessive number of reserves in the national economy. In capital construc- 
tion we must be more resolute in reducing the number of uncompleted construction 
projects and in cutting down the deadlines for the realization of construction 
projects; and we must implement modernization and reconstruction activities 

more broadly. We must put an end to such nuisances that occur when the intro- 
duction of new products and the increase of existing production is made dependent 
on the construction of new production facilities, and when a production program 
is frequently sought for the utilization of existing facilities. 


Scientific-technical progress is the decisive factor in effectively resolving 
these problems and our further economic and social advance. The principle 

that science and technology must become the axis, and literally the backbone, 
of plans is not only one of the basic principles of planning activity, but also 
the objective condition of our long-term advance. From the viewpoint of our 
society's long-term plans, of the necessary structural changes and the striking 
enhancement of the technical standards of our national economy, we place 
emphasis on concentrating forces and means for the realization of decisive 
trends, and in particular: 


(1) On ensuring the less energy-consuming type of economic advance, and on 
rationalizing fuel and energy consumption, building up the nuclear power in- 
dustry, and utilizing our fuel and power resources to the maximun; 


(2) On the high valorization of all resources of raw and other materials, 
particularly metals, simultaneously with a gradual accomplishment of structural 
changes in metallurgy by ensuring a higher percentage of good-quality steel and 
of the necessary profiles and by cutting down the production of pig iron and 
steel; and on the high utilization of the raw material base and the secondary 
raw materials, including the application of wasteless technologies in pro- 
duction; 


(3) On raising self-sufficiency in foodstuff production, above all on the 
basis of continuous care for the land fund and its fertilization; on ensuring 
the preferential development of plant production, improving the standards in 
valorization processes, and cutting down losses; 
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(4) Qn gradually shaping the less material-consuming structures of the Czechos- 
lovak industry, particularly engineering and electric engineering, while 
strengthening sectors producing final assembly parts; 


(5) On highly valorizing production in basic chemistry, above all by developing 
processes with a lower consumption of raw material and energy resources, par- 
ticularly in pure and special chemistry and the pharmaceutical industry; 


(6) On developing comprehensive mechanization and automation and, in harmony 
with this, on developing and utilizing measuring and regulation technology, 
microelectronics, microprocessor, and microcomputer technology; and on broadly 
applying them in the machinery systems both in our production practice and in 
the nonproduction spheres; 


(7) On developing and utilizing industrial robots and manipulators and on 
broadly implementing them in the interests of saving labor; and particularly 
on eliminating labor-consuming work and work in conditions that are harmful 
for health; 


(8) On developing and implementing new, promising trends in science and tech- 
nology, particularly biotechnology and genetics, which form new and effective 
resources for a long-term economic upsurge; 


(9) On further developing care for the people's health; and 
(10) On protecting and improving living environments. 


In order to ensure these decisive trends in scientific-technical advance it 

is necessary to concentrate the facilities of our research and development 
base; to direct and fully utilize the working people's creative initiative; and 
to apply more speedily the results of our science and technology and those of 
the world scientific-technical knowledge in social practice. 


The correct orientation of investments is regarded by us as one of the basic 
elements for ensuring the trencs listed above, and for realizing the scientific- 
technical advance. The ensurarice of structural changes, of large innovations, 
of significant modernization ard reconstruction, and of further important 
construction projects, which we must speedily put into operation and fully 
utilize, must form the decisive contents of the state plan. 


To Better Utilize the Possibilities of Socialist Integration 


The realization o* the main trends mentioned above and the application of other 
knowledge of science and technology require a far more active utilization of our 
economy's participation in the objectively continuing process of international 
socialist division of labor than to date. That is why the socialist countries, 
under the leadership of communist and workers parties, are deepening mutual 
economic integration on a lasting basis. Preparations for the summit confer- 
ence of CEMA countries on economic issues are also underway for this purpose. 
The realization of integration processes is making it possible for all countries 
of the socialist community to purposefully multiply their forces according to 











plan, and to make rational use of their natural riches and of their production 
and scientific-technical potential for the benefit of the people, for consoli- 
dating the strength of the socialist system, and for enhancing its influence 
on the world development. 


In keeping with the intentions of economic and scientific-technical advance, 

it is necessary to further intensify and develop our participation in the long- 
term target programs of cooperation; ensure the fulfillment of the plan of 
multilateral integration measures agreed on; deepen the specialization and 
cooperation of production; and, on this basis, place production on a mass basis 
and enhance the efficacy of our economy. It is particularly under the present 
conditions of a sharp class battle, which is also reflected in the sphere of 
science and technology, that this cooperation makes it possible to overcome 
more efficiently the discrimination measures and embargoes adopted by the 
imperialist states. We must constantly keep in mind that any aggravation of 
the international situation evoked by the reactionary forces is also manifested 
in mutual economic and scientific-technical contacts. The aggressive policy of 
imperialism is no transitory phenomenon. 


Imperialism is and will be striving to halt social progress in the world in 
order to harm and weaken the socialist countries as much as possible. It is 
thus all the more necessary to consolidate the political and ideological unity 
of these countries and their economic, scientific-technical, and defense poten- 
tial. 


Undoubtedly, the eighties will be a period of intensive production and 
scientific-technical cooperation, a period of a broader coordination of invest- 
ments in the decisive spheres, of a common solution of far-reaching economic 
problems. A new and significant step will be the elaboration of a comprehensive 
15-20-year program of scientific-technical progress in the CEMA countries; the 
appropriate Czechoslovak bodies must intensively participate in its preparation. 
Part of these intentions is also to speed up the development of the production 
of important technological facilities, which the socialist countires have so 

far been importing from the capitalist states. 


The long-term and purposeful cooperation with the Soviet Union is of vital impor- 
tance for ensuring the CSSR's further economic and scientific-technical advance. 
This cooperation is ensuring most of our imported fuels, energy, raw and other 
materials, and also large quantities of technically progressive machinery and 
equipment, as well as the stable sales of a large part of the production of our 
country, which is poor in raw material resources. Both today and in the 

future, this cooperation guarantees our certainties. 


In harmony with the results of deliberations by the two countries' top repre- 
sentatives, we are striving to improve the mutual coordination of national 
economy plans, develop cooperation on the basis of long-term perspectives, and 
deepen production cooperation and socialization in harmony with the joint long- 
term program. Measures have been adopted for expanding direct production con- 
tacts between associations and enterprises, and for expanding direct cooperation 
between the two countries’ research institutes. We are participating in the 
realization of large national economy programs and in the modernization and 
reconstruction of selected branches in the Soviet Union. 
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In developing cooperation with the Soviet Union it is necessary to expand the 

exports of machinery and equipment, not merely for creating payment resources 

for importing raw materials, but also for raising the imports of machinery and 
equipment, as the inevitable prerequisite for narrowing down the range of pro- 
ducts in our own industry. 


In unity with these processes we stress the development of scientific-techncial 
cooperation. In this cooperation significant results have been achieved in 
nuclear engineering and technology, in textile engineering, computer technology 
and other branches. If we are to make more decisive progress in this sphere, 
too, then it is necessary: 


(1) to achieve a closer linking of scientific-technical cooperation with pro- 
duction specialization and cooperation and with the division of production 
programs; and 


(2) to approach more resolutely the broader implementation of new and pro- 
gressive forms of cooperation, particularly in creating joint scientific- 
research, blue print and design working places and joint firms. 


Suggestions have been worked out for establishing such working places, estab- 
lishments, and firms in the areas of science and technology that have been 
agreed on. For instance, a joint Czechoslovak-Soviet Design Office was set up 
in the Research Institute of Metal Industry in Presov for the sphere of indus- 
trial robots and manipulators. Such approaches must be appreciated and 
supported. 


We attach great significance to the utilization of possibilities to further 
develop economic and scientific-technical cooperation with the other CEMA 
countries. 


Further progress in deepening socialist economic integration requires an enter- 
prising approach from the governments, individual ministries, economic pro- 
duction units, and enterprises; and also a consistent and responsible fulfill- 
ment of the commitments adopted. 


Simultaneously with developing cooperation and integration with the socialist 
countries, we must concentrate greater attention on deepening contacts with the 
developing countries, particularly on expanding export opportunities and tech- 
nical assistance to these countries. At the same time we must concentrate our 
efforts and means on those areas which can contribute toward developing mutual 
economic relations. At the same time, appropriate bodies must enhance their 
care for training experts for work in developing countries. 


In keeping with these principles and with the efforts to consolidate peaceful 
coexistence, we will develop mutually advantageous contacts with developed 
capitalist countries, particularly in trade relations and production coopera- 
tions, in licence policy and cooperation on third markets. However, we must 
not rely on capitalism to make the most up-to-date knowledge of science and 
technology accessible to us. We will develop contacts primarily with those 
individual capitalist firms which act seriously, which do not lend themselves 
to discrimination, and which adhere to the principle of mutual advantages. 
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We Want More From Research and Development 


In connection with the need to speed up the realization of the decisive 
directions of scientific-technical advance it is necessary to achieve a better, 
efficient, and uniform management of our research and development potential, as 
demanded by the 16th Congress resoJution. We are now spending about Kcs 19 
billion annually on developing scicace and technology; this represents 4 percent 
of our national income. Currently more than 183,000 people are working in our 
research and development base. It is imperative to concentrate this potential 
to the maximum on decisive tasks and not to split its forces, and thus to speed 
up research and the introduction of its results in production. It is necessary 
to ensure that the management sphere, the governments and ministries, and 
levels down to the enterprises, formulate exacting tasks for the research- 
development base, tasks which would ensure a constant rise of production 
efficacy. 


This task is all the more pressing since our national economy is still working 
on the basis of a much-too-broad range of products. A turn toward the broad 
realization of the results of scientific-technical advance and of the best 
experience in social practice demands respect for the principle of consistently 
interlinking science and production. We are not concerned with science for 

its own sake, with technology as a fashion, but with science and technology as 
a means for achieving economic effect. 


The development of our research and development base, its correct structure, 
the orientation of its work, and its equipment with material and cadres must 
become the primary concern of all Management levels. This applies all the more 
to economic production units and to enterprises in our industry, which have at 
their disposal almost two-thirds of our entire research-development potential; 
this represents more than 100,000 employees, almost 30,000 of them with univer- 
sity-level education. 


We require that all levels of management bodies ensure that the development 

of this base proceed, above all, from the basic all-social needs, from every- 
thing that is scientifically promising, technically feasible, and realistic, 
all that can yield the necessary effect for our production and our society. 
Both in science and technology it is necessary to work with a deep involvement 
and creative imagination, while firmly standing on the feet of reality and 
respecting the needs of social practice. 


As was shown by the results of the check on our research and development base, 
the existing state of affairs testifies that research facilities are sometimes 
being developed without regard to the priority needs of the further advance of 
our economy and to the intentions set for developing individual production ~ 
branches. We have in mind primarily certain preferential sectors of engineer- 
ing and electric engineering, where the research and developemnt facilities 

have been stagnating for the last few years. These facts show an insufficiently 
responsible approach to the management and utilization of our research and 
development base on the part of certain branch sectors. 
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We are aware that we cannot change the structures of activities in the individ- 
ual research working places overnight. However, we can and must eliminate 
without delay many shortcomings which are the object of justified criticism. 

We must put an end to shortcomings in the distribution of means and we must 
eliminate duplication in setting up research working places; we must stop re- 
search and development work where we can prove that it cannot be utilized in 
practice. It is necessary to discover new things, and to utilize and perfect 
things that have already been discovered. In research, too, it is necessary 

to work with national-economy calculations, in which the achievement of contri- 
butions to the solution of tasks aimed at society's advance is the decisive 
criterion. A most significant role must be played in this respect by the lead- 
ing working places in scientific-technical development in which activities must 
be raised to a higher level. In the interests of eliminating existing short- 
comings and raising the effectiveness of work in our research and development 
base, the central bodies for scientific-technical and investment development, 
the Czechoslovak and Slovak Academies of Science, the ministries, and economic 
production units must assess the development of this base to date and immed- 
lately work out and realize the program of specific gradual measures for en- 
hancing the efficacy of its work. At the same time it is necessary to take 
care that tasks which will be resolved soon and which will yield a striking 
economic effect are included in the plans of research institutes on a preferen- 
tial basis. 


The implementation of research results in production must be carried out as a 
smooth process inside every economic production unit. For this it is necessary 
to ensure close links between research, development, design, blueprinting, and 
the actual technological preparation of production and investments, as well as 
to ensure an expedient overlapping of their activities, in order that the in- 
dividual innovations can be ensured in brief time intervals. The solution of 
these problems also lies in a broader application of new forms in the organiza- 
tional, but also economic, interlinkage of research and production. The first 
swallows have already appeared here: for instance, the Research Institute of 
Mechanization and Automation in Nove Mesto and Vahom is rapidly realizing highly 
effective research-development tasks. Another important form is the close 
cooperation between scientific working places and production enterprises. An 
example of this is the cooperation between the Institute of Instrument Tech- 
nology, attached to the Czechoslovak Academy of Science, and the TESLA Brno 
enterprise in resolving and implementing electronic lithograph and other equip- 
ment; and also the developing cooperation between the CHEMOPETROL Concern, 
especially its Spolany Neratovice national enterprise, and the Higher Chemical- 
Technological Academy in Prague on the one hand, and the Czechoslovak Academy 
of Science on the other, in resolving and realizing a number of preparations 
for raising the effectiveness of plant and animal agricultural production. 


The ministerial departments and economic production units should appraise this 
positive experience and proceed with greater initiative in setting up further 
scientific-production associations and establishing other forms of linking re- 
search with design and production, and applying cost-accounting [khozraschet ], 
particularly economic and allotment [prispevkovy] forms of economy in these 
working places. 
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As is confirmed by practice, the effectiveness of work accomplished by the 
research base cannot be raised without systematically building up an experi- 
mental production base attached to research institutes. Without this base the 
results of our scientists’ and technicians’ work often remain only on paper. 

With the effective assistance of branch bodies, our economic production units 

and enterprises must, in their own interests, equip the research working places 
with prototype and development workshops, with semioperational units, test labor- 
atories, and possibly also an adequate production facility for test series and 
for producing untypical equipment. It is necessary to create the necessary re- 
sources for these purposes, within the framework of investment limits. Likewise, 
it is inevitable that the improvement of the technical equipment of working 
places in our research and development base will be ensured by providing it 

with apparatuses and in the design and blueprint units by providing them with 
modern work aids and facilities. This is an important prerequisite of the 

growth of labor productivity among our creative workers. We must proceed in a 
similar way in the sphere of basic research. This demands that we expand the 
base for developing, producing and assembling apparatuses, and equipment 
necessary for research, design, and blueprint work. 


In order to ensure the necessary apparatuses from our domestic production and 
from export for our scientific-research base, we must set up a trade coordin- 
ating agency and, within its framework, coordinate the production progran with 
the technical base of the Czechoslovak and Slovak Academies of Sciences. A 
thrifty utilization of expensive apparatuses must be resolved with the aid of 
maintenance services or leasing. In this respect a greater role should be 
played by the "Service To Research" agency which is managed by the Federal 
Ministry of Technical and Investment Development. 


In the interests of achieving high technical standards and a speedy solution 

of selected priority tasks and of certain research interbranch tasks, it is 
necessary to set up temporary joint teams consisting of top experts from the 
industrial research institutes and from the working places with blueprint and 
technological orientation, as well as experts from the working places in basic 
research and in university-level schools. This is the way to contribute toward 
overcoming the institutional and departmental barriers which are unfavorably 
influencing the qulaity and the deadlines of task accomplishment. Currently 
the application of these forms and methods of work is being hampered by many 
regulations. We consider it necessary for the [word indistinct] bodies con- 
cerned with the scientific-technical and investment development to work out--in 
cooperation with the Czechoslovak and Slovak Academies of Sciences and the 
Ministries of Education--the principles for setting up, directing, and remuner- 
ating such temporary teams. 


The Share of Academies and Higher Educational Institutions 


The basic research carried out in the Czechoslovak and Slovak Academies of 
Sciences and higher educational institutions, as well as the activities of the 
Czechoslovak Agricultural Academy must contribute more emphatically toward 
resolving the urgent tasks of our national economy development in the eighties 
and nineties. 
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Basic research holds an irreplaceable position in the development of science 
which is creating the starting line for applied research, for technical and 
technological advance, and for the entire structure of modern production. 
Today about 16,000 people are working in it. The extent of our preparedness 
for the tasks of tomorrow considerably depends on the results of its work. 
That is why we must devote extraordinary attention to determining the priority 
fields in the advance of science and to organizing the links between science, 
production, and social practice. 


The concentration of creative of joint scientific-, scientific-production, and 
scientific-pedagogical working places is the prerequisite of the more intensive 
development of selected scientific trends; these working places rally scientific 
and other research workers in working teams, and enable a better utilization of 
contemporary installations and a concentration of means for procuring new and 
expensive apparatuses. 


We must substantially improve our utilization of the creative potential of 
university-level schools. It is essential to link it much more closely with 

the program of the state plan of basic research, technical advance, and economic 
research. This demands a more enterprising approach on the part of our research 
and our university-level schools, and to resolve in a relatively short time the 
partial and operational problems of economic organizations. 


At the same time it is essential to direct the education of our scientific 
workers toward ensuring the socially important branches of science and tech- 
nology. For this purpose the Czechoslovak and Slovak Academies of Sciences 

and the Czech and Slovak Commissions for Awarding Scientific Titles, in co- 
operation with the ministries of education and the central bodies for scientific- 
technical and investment development, must work out a specific long-term program 
for educating scientific workers. This is also connected with out raising the 
demands for awarding scientific titles. 


In order to create theoretical prerequisites and to acquire deep scientific 
knowledge, which should more effectively assist the management of social 
processes, it is essential to enhance our appreciation of the importance of 
social sciences, and particularly of the political economy of socialism. The 
elaboration of theoretical issues connected with the application of scientific- 
technical advance and its influence on the intensification of the economy must 
become one of the key fields of research carried out by the social sciences. 


The present situation requires that we improve the quality of activities carried 
out by applied economic research, and that we make more effective use of its 
positive results in practice. This research should direct its activities 

above all toward the methods of intensifying the CSSR's reproduction process 

in the eighties and nineties; toward perfecting planning and management; toward 
raising the role played by scientific-technical progress in ensuring the effec- 
tive advance of our Czechoslovak national economy; toward the basic trends of 
development of the human factor in the working and management process; and to- 
ward the CSSR's participation in the international division of labor and the 
socialist economic integration. In harmony with this it is necessary to adjust 
the existing network of working places of our applied economic research. The 
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CPCZ Central Committee Presidium and the government have adopted content- 
oriented, cadre and organizational measures for improving the quality of 
research work. 


The improvement of the efficiency of research and of its contribution to re- 
solving the basic problems of intensive advance is primarily connected with 
the work of creative workers. Their work is yielding effects for the national 
economy which frequently cannot be replaced by anything else. That is why 
this valuable capital must be handled as thriftily as possible. We want these 
people to become literally co-creators of technical-economic concepts and of 
the specific tasks for raising the technical standards of production and the 
innovation of production programs. 


We attach great significance to the entire information system, which must 
correspond to the great importance of the tasks that are being resolved in 

the sphere of scientific-technical development. We need to place the necessary 
scientific, technical, and economic information at the disposal of all categories 
of creative workers, of all units and bodies which are responsible for the man- 
agement and utilization of scientific-technical development. For this purpose 
it is necessary to substantially improve the information services; to complete 
the technical equipment of information work places; and to make effective use 
of the resources set aside for the purchase of information from abroad. Further- 
more, progress must be made in the integration of the Czechoslovak and Soviet 
information systems. 


With the active participation of appropraite foreign trade organizations, every 
economic production unit must acquire the required information for systematical- 
ly appraising the technical standards and quality both of the products it pro- 
duces, and of the technological processes, and also for following the basic 
trends of technical development in the world. A significant role must be 
played in this by the branch and sector information work places, and by the 
completion of our information network. The bodies of scientific-technical and 
investment development are faced with the tasks of improving the quality of 
central management and of better utilizing the information system of scientific, 
technical, and economic information. 


Attention to Target Programs and Investments 


A consistent orientation toward speeding up the scientific-technical advance 
and enhancing its influence on the growth of the efficacy of our national 
economy requires that we improve the quality of central management. 


In harmony with the documents of the 16th Congress, we proceed from the fact 
that under the conditions of socialism it is the basic and irreplaceable 
function of central management to ensure a planned socioeconomic development ; 
all management links must concentrate their efforts on ensuring this. Its 
preparation must be preceded by a knowledge of the long-term trends of economic 
and scientific-technical advance. With this purpose in mind, we began this year 
to work out the forecasts for the CSSR's scientific-technical and economic ad- 
vance in the nineties. These prognoses should be based on a broad utilization 
of the potentiais of science and technology. The departmental planning com 
missions will be basing on them their preparation of the basic directions of 
the CSSR's economic and social advance for a 10-year period. 
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In unity with the working out of forecasts it is essential to push through the 
consistent implementation of the target-programmatic approach in resolving the 
key issues of national economic development and utilizing the results of 
science and technology in practice. For this purpose it is necessary to raise 
the preparations to a higher level, and to ensure more comprehensively the 
realization of the system of target programs and projects. It is necessary to 
overcome the shortcomings which are particularly manifested in the fact that 
the target principle [cilovy princip] has frequently disappeared from the in- 
terpretation of programs and projects to date, and that the individual tasks 
did not cover the priorities and were neither interlinked, nor comprehensively 
ensured in their realization. 


The long-term comprehensive programs--their elaboration is being coordinated 
by the State Planning Commission--must concentrate on resolving selected key 
problems of national economic development, such as the ensurance of fuel and 
power resources, the achievement of savings in these resources, the increase of 
self-sufficiency in foodstuffs production, and the ensurance and valorization 
of material resources, including the utilization of secondary raw materials. 
The long-term comprehensive programs will be linked with state target programs, 
such as, for instance, nuclear engineering; rationalization programs for saving 
fuels, energy, and metals; microelectronics; and the development of selected 
engineering and chemical branches. These programs must ensure the linkage of 
research and production, the preferential development of selected production 
branches, and the realization of high-grade innovations, and thus also pro- 
gressive changes in the structure of production. 


The system of programs establishes, in the structure of the planning process, 
one of the key instruments for actively enforcing all-social interests and 
priorities in applying science and technology in practice. In harmony with 
this, the plan must define the essential investment, financial, material, and 
manpower resources for ensuring the realization of these programs as binding 
tasks along the entire axis of management. It is impossible to tolerate the 
repetition of such instances as when ministerial departments and economic pro- 
duction units, together with the planning commissions, failed to make the tasks 
following from the state target program for rationalizing fuel and energy con- 
sumption contingent on this purpose, and failed to include them in the plan of 
capital construction, even though it is well known that investments made in 
savings are essentially cheaper than measures for ensuring a corresponding fuel 
extraction. The planning commissions and central bodies for scientific-techni- 
cal and investment development, in cooperation with the appropriate ministries, 
must responsibly assess the fulfillment of current state target programs already 
this year, bearing in mind the priority needs of our economic development in 
the coming years. In this we must proceed from the intentions of socialist 
economic integration, and particularly from the necessity to link target pro- 
grams yet more closely with the programs elaborated and implemented in the 
socialist countries, above all in the Soviet Union. 


Selected significant spheres of development trends in science and technology, 
which show a promising future, will be resolved with the aid of state scientific- 
technical projects and special scientific-technical tasks. They will help us 

to create the necessary edge in research solutions for the future technical 
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advance of Czechoslovakia's economy. The selection and elaboration of 
scientific-technical projects will be carried out by the Czechoslovak Academy 
of Sciences and the central bodies for scientific-technical and investment 
development, together with the ministerial department branches. 


The planning commissions, together with the central bodies for scientific- 
technical and investment development and the Czechoslovak and Slovak Academies 
of Sciences, must organize the preparation and elaboration of long-term com 
prehensive programs and state target programs, so that these can be utilized 
in all phases of work on the Eighth 5-Year Plan. 


The creation of a binding system of preplanning work and, in particular, the 
application of the programmatic target method of management, are basic pre- 
requisites for emphasizing the role of the state 5-year plan and for making 
the implementation of the results of scientific-technical development its 
backbone, as required by the conclusions of the 16th Party Congress. 


In preplanning work and in the preparation of the plan in general, special 
attention must be devoted to capital investment as an important area of apply- 
ing science and technology in practice. We consider it important to raise 

the demands on the planning of investment projects, so as to prevent facilities 
that are not properly utilized or do not have the necessary effectiveness from 
being built. For this end, we must improve the quality of the experts’ reports 
on investments. At the same time, we are placing emphasis on reducing con- 
struction deadlines, limiting the number of unfinished projects, adhering to 
the budgeted costs nad the planned parameters, and on overall effectiveness in 
this area. As experience from the construction of nuclear powerplants and 
other important projects shows, it is necessary to pay attention to the plan- 
ning, design, investment, and territorial preparation of projects as well as 

to ensuring them in terms of supplies. We cannot become reconciled to a situa- 
tion where--as was the case last year--only 84 percent of all projects are 
commissioned within the set deadlines where budgeted costs are growing without 
any justification, and the technical and economic parameters are not adhered 
to. Equally, we must not tolerate the low utilization and delayed deployment 
of machinery and equipment, especially when these are imported. 


We consider it expedient to reexamine the current dategorization of investment 
projects and to raise the limit for those investments, the decision making 

about which is within the authority of economic production units, enterprises, 
and other organizations charged with rationalization, the application of 
science and technology in practice, and savings fuels, energy, metals, and 

other raw and industrial materials. Aside from ensuring the implementation of 
science and technology, investment activity must also contribute more distinctly 
to improving the living environment. Along with improving the situation in the 
area of investments, we must also speed up the liquidation of obsolete machinery 
and equipment and thereby free factory space, while simultaneously accelerating 
the turnover of the country's metal assets. 


It is the duty of ministries and economic production units not to ailow modern 
technology to be scattered when the effect of a comprehensive modernization 
gets lost in the process. That is why we consider it essential to concentrate 
modern technology, by means of the plan, primarily on effectively reconstructing 
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the production base in important industrial and population centers, especially 
in Prague, where this will yield the greatest economic effect and improve 

living and working conditions. As we have seen, the things that we must improve 
in the area of investments, and in the area of the reproduction of basic 

assets as a whole, are not few. 


The Need for a More Effective Plan and More Effective Financing 


The basic orientation of the economic and innovative activity of economic pro- 
duction units and enterprises must be directed far more distinctly by the state 
plan, by means of which the socialist state expresses all-social interests and 
its demands on the activity of the economic sphere. In the process of prepar- 
ing the plans of economic production units and enterpirses, it is necessary to 
Systematically expand the participation of working people in plan-setting and 
to further develop counterplanning. Along with deepening the content aspects 
of plans, we must improve the criteria for evaluating the effectiveness of the 
work of enterprises. 


The federal government and the national governments must see to it that the 
khozraschet sphere is assigned specifically named tasks to be implemented with- 
in the framework of the state target programs, tasks which are decisive for 
Structural policy and for ensuring the most important all-social needs. At the 
same time, the state plan must encompass types of production that represent 
only partial technologically progressive measures but yield extraordinary 
economic effect. 


To speed up the innovation process, it is necessary to improve, within the 
framework of the set number of indicators of the plan, the system of comprehen- 
sive and specific quality-related indicators. This involves, in particular, 
indicators concerning the speed of raising the technological standard and 
quality of production, the reduction of the material-intensiveness of produc- 
tion and its production assets-intensiveness, the growth of the effectiveness 
of the export funds, and the reduction of labor-intensiveness. The set of 
these indicators, differentiated according to the specific conditions of in- 
dividual branches and sectors, should lay down binding economic targets for 
individual economic production units and enterprises, attainable by making use 
of scientific-technical development. 


Individual parts of the plan, especially the plans of production, reproduction 
of basic assets, material and technical supplies, foreign trade, fiscal manage—- 
ment, and other parts of the plan must become effective means of bringing about 
scientific-technical progress. 


The planning commission and the central agencies for scientific-technical and 
investment promotion, in cooperation with other central bodies, must work out 
these criteria so that they can be applied in preparing and drafting the plan 
for 1986-1990. 


We consider it decisive that, in unity with ensuring the specific tasks of the 
state plan, economic production units and enterprises should ensure a massive 
flow of production and technological innovations and orient capital investment 


accordingly. This will make it possible to raise the overall effectiveness of 
investment resources, despite their relative shortage. We demand that the 
research and development base, economic production units, and enterprises--in 
drafting the plan for 1984--already make full use of all possibilities for 
speeding up the implementation of those tasks of research and development that 
have already been resolved. 


Everything that we can do already and that is feasible must be applied in pro- 
duction as soon as possible. In the plans of economic production units and 
enterprises we must include, above all, tasks that help to achieve great 
effectiveness and whose solution does not require more than 2 or 3 years. 


We also see in improving the quality of the plan a prerequisite for deepening 
the harmony between the targets and goals set by the state plan on the one hand 
and the system of financing, loans, the rules of price-setting, and the princi- 
ples of stimulating the material interest of work collectives and individuals 
on the other. 


The system of creating and distributing financial resources must also be 
adjusted so as to stimulate growing technical and economic standards of products 
and technological processes, as the basic condition for intensifying production. 
Innovations of products and technological processes should be financed chiefly 
from the economic production units’ and enterprises’ own resources. It is 
desirable that especially material resources which are subject to investment 
limits should cover to an adequate extent simple reproduction and, in keeping 
with the directives of the state plan, also part of the resources necessary 

for expanded reproduction of the production base, particularly reconstruction 
and modernization. This would limit unjustified redistribution processes. 

With this goal in mind, it is being proposed that today's investment resources 
of economic production units and enterprises be merged and a joint capital 
investment fund be set up. 


A more active role must be played by the financial system. The financing of 
individual branches and groups of products must be differentiated more than to 
date, in accordance with the needs of the development of production and the ex- 
port or import policies. The financial system must also help support the 
implementation of the planned targets in limiting ineffective production and 
production that has no future. Greater flexibility must also be shown in 
financing techctical progress. It should be made possible to transfer allotted 
resources from one year to another and the obstacles preventing the utilization 
in production of installations that were used or developed within the framework 
of the fulfillment of research tasks should be abolished. 


In connection with this, it is necessary to assess the possibility of setting 
up a joint fund of economic production units and enterprises for financing 
research and applying its results. At the same time it is necessary to set up 
in the center a contingency foreign currency investment fund, which would make 
it possible to operatively ensure the implementation of newly emerging, extra- 
ordinarily effective actions of scientific-technical development. 
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Credit policy, too, must contribute more distinctly to speeding up scientific- 
technical development. Conditions for granting loans must be flexibility 
differentiated, according to the contribution of the individual tasks of tech- 
nical development. Above all, it is necessary to provide favorable credit 
conditions for projects of reconstruction, modernization, and rationalization 
aimed at making a better use of existing resources and improving technological 
processes. A differentiated credit policy and differentiated interest rates 
should also exert influence on the structure of the investment plans, with the 
aim of significantly increasing the share of investments in machinery in the 
total investment volume. 


From these viewpoints the finance ministries and the Czechoslovak State Bank 
must begin without delay perfecting the principles of funding and credit- 
providing in such a way as to be able to apply them still in this 5-year plan. 
One has to provide resources above all for those who repay society quickly and 
prosecute those who are only promising to pay. 


The Task of Further Instruments 


The price policy is one of important instruments which should express the 
quality of work, the technical-economic standard of products, and the volume 
of costs. In years past we instituted some price measures with the aim to 
stimulate with the aid of surcharges to the wholesale prices the production 
of advanced technology and, at the same time, with deductions to bring about 
innovation of obsolete products. 


However, we have ascertained that this system is being implemented onesidedly; 
one makes use of surcharges, while the extent of the detrimental pricing [cenove 
znevyhodneni] is negligible, a matter that is at variance with the actual state 
of production. One also cannot permit that the general innovation of the range 
of products and simple innovations would be a reason for preferential pricing 
[cenove zvyhodneni]. The trouble is that thus far we have not succeeded to 
the the necessary extent in expressing the context between prices of products 
and their technical-economic and operational parameters and thus also their 
effectiveness in the sphere of use. An effective influence of price policy on 
the utilization of scientific-technical development cannot be ensured without 
respecting--in setting wholesale prices--the technical- economic parameters of 
products along with the criterion of socially necessary costs. A comparison 
with price relations abroad must be carried out in a broader extent. At the 
same time it will be necessary in a planned manner to make use also of forms 

of prices such as the so-called scaled [stupnove] prices or subsidies to prices 
which would bridge the differences of the high starting costs with the aim to 
evoke the interest of customers to make use of new, highly effective products. 


The task of price offices is to elaborate price setting and stimulation in 
relationship toward scientific-technical development into a concrete realiza- 
tion program, ensure the observance of the state price discipline and tighten 
up price control. 

In raising the technical standard and quality of products, we attach an impor- 
tant role to the activity of the state testing authorities which are at present 
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evaluating 33.6 percent of industrial products. The experience until now 
requires that the testing authorities markedly increase exactingness as regards 
the evaluation of products’ technical-economic parameters and uncompromisingly 
oppose any attempt to reduce the objectivity of evaluation. The appropriate 
central agencies must pay great attention to the construction and equipping of 
testing facilities with modem technology. 


At the same time it is necessary to considerably improve and expand standardi- 
zation which, among other things, contributes to the deepening of socialist 
economic integration, and elevate metrology to a higher level. That requires 
a more active approach also from the Standardization and Measuring Office. 


Improving the system of management also requires corresponding amendments in 
the sphere of material incentives. It is important that the all-social inter- 
est in speeding up scientific-technical development as the fundamental path of 
raising the effectiveness and quality be put into practice in harmony with the 
fulfillment of the state plan and the entire system of stimulation. This re- 
quires to more broadly make use of stimulative wages and achieve that bonuses 
and rewards be closely contingent upon final effects. The set criteria must 
effectively motivate enterprises’ personnel to a rapid implementation of the 
results of scientific-technical development. One also must elaborate a system 
of the creation of wage resources in the organizations of the research-and- 
development base, contingent upon the results of the work of these organiza- 
tions. 


A consistent implementation of the aforementioned plans in the sphere of 
planning, funding, prices, remuneration and other spheres requires that the 
State Committee for Questions of the Planned Management of the National 

Economy , together with the State Planning Office and the central agencies for 
scientific-technical and investment promotion, proceed along these lines when 
further improving the system of planned management. The implementation of 
these plans must be organized in such a way as to fully and comprehensively 
utilize them when preparing the Eighth 5-Year Plan and to do so overwhelmingly 
even in 1984-85. 


The increase demands which we put on the standard of economic management require 
a marked reduction of its demands as regards administrative work. Involved 
here is, above all, the reduction of the number of various regulations and their 
simplification. One has to see to it that regulations and directives are clear, 
simple and understandable and at the same time that they create the necessary 
scope for an active application of the managmeent and decision-making authority 
by responsible ranking economic personnel. Together with this it is necessary 
that the lower management levels make a full use of their decision-making 
rights. Particularly in capital construction it is necessary to markedly 
simplify a whole number of regulations in order to speed up the preparation 

of projects’ realization. 


In order to assert the proposed changes it is necessary to improve the standard 
of work of all state agencies. The appropriate ministries must bear an in- 
creased responsibility for scientific-technical development of individual pro- 
duction sectors and branches. From the ministries we demand, above all, that 
they direct all projects from the position of unity between scientific-technical 
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and economic development and effectively influence the implementation of the 
results of research and development in production. At the same time increasing 
the number of the ministries" personnel is out of question. The desired 
improvement of the management of scientific-technical development must be 
accomplished through a better coordination of work among organizational sections 
within ministries and among central agencies. 


Here we regard as important improving the management of science and technology, 
particularly the coordination and cooperation among the agencies of the state 
management when ensuring unified scientific-technical policy. For this reason 
the Presidium of the CPCZ Central Committee submits to the Central Committee 
for assessment a proposal for improving the system of state administration in 
the sphere of science and technology to set up from the existing Ministry of 
Technological and Investment Promotion a CSSR state commission for scientific- 
technical and investment promotion and from the Ministries of Development and 
Technology of the Czech Socialist Republic and the Slovak Socialist Republic 
the Czech and Slovak commissions for scientific-technical and investment pro- 
motion, headed by the deputy premiers of the appropriate governments. This 
will create colleague [kolegialni] agencies composed of appointed representa- 
tives, similarly as in the case with the planning commissions. This arrange- 
ment will at the same time replace also the CSSR Government Committee for 
Science and Technology. These agencies will be responsible for the preparation 
of a unified state scientific-technical policy and will contribute to a more 
effective assertion of the results of scientific-technical development into 
practice. and ensure some spheres of investment policy. At the same time they 
will control the fulfillment of the science and technology plan. 


The apparatus of the previously existing ministries will be used in this 
organizational change, and this apparatus will continue to be improved in 
respect of cadres to such an extent as to be able to ensure the tasks arising 
from the constantly more exacting needs for and demands on the activity of 
these agencies. 


More Demandingly in Assessing Quality 


It is, after all, in enterprises and the economic production units that the 
effect yielded by scientific-technical progress is decided. We must realize 
that not even the best individual results of science and technology, although 
often globally recognized and praised, are enough to ensure our needs. The 
times of playing in one’s own backyard are long gone. We have to keep con- 
stantly in mind that while one of the characteristic features of the extensive 
manner of development was, among other things, also the circumstance that we 
were all right with a fairly long innovation cycle, the intensive manner of 
development is characterized by an uninterrupted and high dynamism of innova- 
tion activity. And that the greater this is, the broader our participation in 
the international labor division is, and logically must be. On the basis of an 
uninterrupted, literakly mass flow of production and technological innovations 
it is possible to enéure a general improvement of the technical-economic quality 
of production, high quality and utility value of products and the improvement 
of the working and living environment. This requires investing an ever greater 
portion of creative thinking and skilled work in production, achieving high 
quality production in the broadest sense of the word. Today, quality is an 
important factor of ideological influence, because poor quality products have 

a negative influence on the attitudes of people, on their commitment. 
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At the same time it is necessary to constantly follow the developments in the 
world and critically assess the results we are achieving by world parameters. 
The yardstick of the quality of the work of creative workers is that everything 
that is new or perfected must correspond to world standards. From this mu 
proceed also our research and development base as well as production. This 
also is the road to strengthening the competitiveness of our products on markets 
abroad and to better satisfying the domestic market. 


The attainment of these targets is the basic task of all levels of economic 
management. They must not only formulate the tasks assigned to scientific- 
technical development but, at the same time, take ahead of time the necessary 
measures in the design, construction, and technological preparation of produc- 
tion, in production itself, as well as in its organization, including the train- 
ing of employees for mastering the new tasks. 


The economic production units today represent large complexes which, as a rule, 
have at their disposal the necessary research, development, design, and tech- 
nological potential, the necessary material-technical base, and qualified man- 
power. They have the opportunity to compare their products with the technical 
standard of products manufactured in the world, work out the technical and 
economic concepts of the development of production branches, and so forth. 
That is why we must consistently demand of them social responsibility for the 
application of scientific-technical development and for the solution of pro- 
blems and shortcomings, the elimination of which is within their powers. What 
do we have in mind? What matters, above all, is a broader development of the 
activity aimed at rationalization, which yields considerable economic effect. 
We have to go further in this respect and literally subordinate this activity 
to the needs of technical development. We regard as important the setting up 
of rationalization workshops for the production of all kinds of auxiliary 
equipment that makes it possible to continuously modernize production and 
technology and to rapidly tap the reserves that we have. Everyday practice 
convinces us that there is still a great number of such reserves, as well as of 
suggestions for tapping them. The rationalization workshops should also provide 
the base ensuring that no creative idea and no progressive technical solution 
falls into oblivion, but, on the sees that they are given a concrete form 
and yield the expected effect. 


One of the basic prerequisites for raising the effectiveness of production is 

to pay systematic attention to its high quality. The production of poor quality 
products and of products that are unsaleable is an anti-social phenomenon that 
must not be tolerated. We must not become reconciled to the fact that the share 
of the value of new products and of products with high waulity rating is not 
what it should be. Quality must be an inseparable part of the entire production 
cycle, starting with development and design and ending with technological dis- 
cipline. Improving technological processes is an essential prerequisite for 
raising the quality of production. In production itself, it is primarily a 
question of a consistent and systematic intermediate and final control. The 
demand of high production quality is one of the basic criteria, according to 
which we must evaluate all employees and management workers in particular. In 
this respect it is essential to consistently apply the principles of control 

in the national economy and in state administration approved by the CPCZ Central 
Committee Presidium last year. 
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An essential prerequisite for applying science and technology in production 
and for attaining good quality is a good standard of the norm base in the 
enterprises. The situation is such that the standard of the norm base in the 
enterprises has not been imprcving at the necessary rate in the past few years 
and that the norms have not become the basis from which the parameters of the 
growth of productivity, effectiveness, and the quality of work and production 
are derived. | 


This is documented, for example, by the fact that in 1982 only 31 percent of 
indicators for the consumption of fuels, energy, and raw and other materials 
were tightened, while 55 percent of them remained unchanged, and 14 percent 
were even made softer. The situation in other areas is similar. The norms 
governing consumption do not always have the needed quality and the process 
of making them more objective and of applying them in practice is too slow. 


The appropriate central agencies, the planning commissions, the Ministries of 
Labor and Social Affairs, the central bodies for scientific-technical and in- 
vestment promotion, and the branch ministries must seriously ponder this state 
of affairs and adopt the necessary measures. All economic agencies and organ- 
izations must work out and consistently implement programs for improving the 
norm base and establish the necessary organizational and cadre prerequisites 
for this. 


As managers, we must see to order and to the observance of technological 
discipline, norms, and work discipline everywhere. In modern production that 
is equipped with sophisticated and expansive machinery and installations, this 
requirement is even more important. What matters is not only the introduction 
of new technology, but also its use. For example, the fact that fully auto- 
mated machines are used only 10.5 hours a day on average shows that here, too, 
a number of untapped potentials exists. 


Many shortcomings are predominantly of a subjective nature and nothing is 
standing in the way that would prevent us from tackling their solution immed- 
iately. Least of all is it necessary to wait for instructions from above. It 
is primarily a question of the standard of the managerial and organizational 
work, of the social responsibility of leading economic workers, of the impact 
of the Revolutionary Trade Union Movement, and of the party organizations’ 
implementation of their right of control. 


To Improve Preproduction Stages 


The implementation of the results of scientific-technical development requires 
that we learn to fully appreciate the importance of the preproduction stages. 

It is primarily the activity of development workers, designers, and technolo- 
gists that determines the performance, operational reliability, and technolo- 
gical standard of new products, machinery, equipment, and construction projects, 
expressed in terms of the consumption of labor, materials, and energy during 
production and operation. In other words, the employees of the preproduction 
stages decisively influence the speed of scientific-technical progress and the 
effectiveness of investments. The share of designers in the total number of 
employees of economic production units is low; they account for less than 3 
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percent. In foreign companies, on the other hand, they represent up to 10 per- 
cent of the staff or even more, particularly in complicated engineering and 
electrotechnical branches. This bears out that our economic production units 
and enterprises frequently do not sufficiently value the role of those working 
in the preproduction stages, especially designers. The material and moral 
appreciation of their work, too, is often low. That is why many young univer- 
sity graduates, after learning the ropes in the design departments, leave for 
other, financially more rewarding workplaces. The design facilities are thus 
becoming one of the weakest elements in the preparation of new productions. 
Therefore, we must reinforce them with competent workers and substantially 
deepen the material interest of research and development workers, designers, 
planners, technologists, and other employees of the preproduction stages. It 
is essential to strengthen the role of the incentive segment of their wages 
and salaries and to assign them--on an individual basis, by consistently 
applying the merit principle--higher basic wages, depending on their perfor- 
mance. 


In order to make management more effective and to raise the creative and work 
activity as well as the material interest of workers in the preproduction 
stages, it is necessary--in assigning tasks for the research, planning, design, 
and technology department--to consistently determine the parameters of the 
product or project concerned, its output, weight, consumpiton of energy, and 
so forth. At the same time, it is necessary to lay down the economic contri- 
bution and maximum costs, the volume and deadlines of production, and the date 
for the fulfillment of the task. This must include the stipulation of the 
reward when the assignment is fulfilled, part of which must be pegged to the 
application in production. Thereby, we must contribute to deepening the 
interest of designers and technologists in the implementation of their work 
results and to intensifying their cooperation with workers in production, in 
the interest of making a better use of the workers' practical experience and 
their suggestions. 


For a successful and timely solution and implementation of the tasks of 
scientific-technical development, work collectives and individuals must be 
granted considerably higher special bonuses, provided that the solution is of 
top quality. Relying on the support of party and trade union organizations, 
managerial workers must find enough courage to break through the barrier of 
egalitarianism in remuneration and reward much more distinctly those whose 
work yields an extraordinary contribution for the whole of society. At the. 
same time, we recommend that bearers of scientific-technical progress be pro- 
posed in far greater numbers than so far for branch and state distinctions, so 
as to more distinctly appreciate their work morally. 


Qualification in the Service of Society 


The development of science and technology under the conditions of building 
socialism has a fundamental impact on the social structure of society. The 
nature of highly qualified labor is changing and its share is growing, the 
extent of physically laborious work is declining, new professions are coming 
into being, and the difference between physical and intellectual work is being 
obliterated. The need arises to become conversant with steadily new findings 
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and the demands on accuracy, reliability, work discipline, and the quality of 
work are growing. This requires, at the same time, that we learn to fully 
appreciate the production-technological and the research-development base as 
well as the human potential itself--the intellectual and technical creativity 
of scientists, engineers, and workers, as well as their workmanship, skills 
and abilities. 


The implementation of the scientific-technical revolution and the speedier and 
more effective utilization of science and technology is, under socialism, one 
of the basic revolutionary tasks of the workers class as the leading force in 
the struggle to build an advanced socialist society. The creative initiative 
of the workers class as the exponent of the most progressive work methods is 
coming more and more distinctly to the fore. 


The new production relations in agriculture as well as the broad use of the 
industrial base and of science and technology in agriculture have created also 
there conditions that profoundly change the nature of work and the entire life 
of the collective farmers. The composition of agricultural employees in terms 
of education has significantly changed. 


The scientific-technical intelligentsia is playing an increasingly important 
role in the social structure of our society. It is, to a decisive degree, up 
to this intelligentsia to what extent we will be able to exploit the gains of 
the scientific-technical revolution and how we will manage to use them for the 
benefit of building socialism. Under socialism, the scientific-technical 
intelligentsia is a co-owner of the production assets and a co-shaper of the 
new society. By its social origin, the majority of the scientific-technical 
intelligentsia is linked with the workers class, and many scientists and 
technicians have been workers or farmers themselves. With their everyday work, 
they are taking part in the immediate production activity of enterprises and 
plants. Showing initiative in work and using one's creative potentials for the 
benefit of society, that is in the interest of the scientific-technical intel- 
ligentsia itself and an expression of its patriotism. We regard highly the 
results of its creative efforts achieved to date, results from which the nation 
as a whole profits. We appreciate its initiative in putting forward new ideas 
and its endeavor to apply them in practice. At all workplaces and in all 
spheres of creative and managerial activity, we must place before the 
scientific-technical intelligentsia demanding tasks and must purposefully create 
conditions for its full assertion and self-realization so that its contribution 
to accelerating scientific-technical progress may steadily grow. 


One of the basic prerequisites for coming to terms with the exacting tasks of 
economic development is to systematically raise the educational level. At 
present there are 62 university-trained specialists per 1,000 employees in the 
socialist sector of the national economy. Some 20,000 scientists are working 

in the scientific-research base. More than 26 percent of employees in industry, 
the building industry, agriculture, and the nonproduction sphere have secondary 
education and almost 86 percent of workers in the national economy and agri- 
cultural employees are skilled, having acquired qualification in various voca- 
tions. What matters is that people are assigned to the jobs for which they have 
been trained. The enormous number of qualified cadres does not mean that we 
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could afford to squander this precious capital or limit the number of univer- 
sity and college students. It is necessary to adopt measures preventing the 
work results of our advanced higher, secondary, and vocational education and 
the money earmarked for people's training from being squandered. Leading 
workers at all levels of management must see to this. 


For all working people to successfully cope with their tasks, be this in 
science, research, or production, it is necessary to permanently improve their 
professional education and training so as to make them better prepared for 
their jobs. It is necessary to see to it that the latest findings of science 
and technology in fields that are the future of scientific-technical progress 
are employed in vocational education. 


The end of the 1980's and the 1990's will see further qualitative changes in 
technology--in the application of microelectronics, industrial robots, and 
biotechnology--but also new forms of linkage between science and practice, 
which will require a high organizational level of the production processes. 
That is why it is essential that all levels of the educational system, especial- 
ly secondary schools and the institutions of higher learning, react to these 
demands today, that they consistently link the educational system with the 
future needs of the development of society, science, technology, and the 
economy. In concordance with these demands, it is also necessary to develop 
forms of postgraduate and post-secondary studies as well as perfection courses. 
Leading workers must realize that investments in people's qualification and 
education are the most effective ones. 


We are placing great emphasis on the education of the young generation of 
workers. The ministers of the production sectors and general directors must 
not wait for someone else to do the training of qualified workers cadres for 
them but must regard this task as an inseparable part of their managerial 
activity. The students of secondary and university-level schools must be pre- 
pared more intensively for tasks connected with organization and the use of 
scientific findings. Unity of political, ideological, and professional educa- 
tion must form the basis of the training of professional and management cadres. 
No leading worker in our conditions, be he director or foreman, is the manager 
of some other person's property. 


That is why we must train politically aware, highly educated, and ideologically 
and morally mature experts and leading workers, true managers of their homeland, 
who are intrinsically linked with the policy of our party, the socialist society, 
and the workers class. 


The Responsibility of Leading Cadres 


These demands are coming to the fore with particular urgency in connection with 
ensuring the demanding tasks of the 16th Party Congress. It depends primarily 
on the managerial workers how we will succeed in asserting intensification on 
the basis of accelerating scientific-technical development. This requires a 
high standard of direct management, specific and responsible decisionmaking, 
and managerial activity that creates scope for the development and all-round 
utilization of the working people's initiative. As the 16th Party Congress 
stressed, what matters is that management functions are assigned to well- 
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trained and high-principled people who have acquitted themselves well, have a 
sense for that which is new, do not shun difficulties and clashes, are able to 
critically analyze the results of their own work and of the collectives they 
supervise, and are capable of making full use of the authority entrusted to 
them. This is not the case everywhere. Many managers continue to use the work 
methods of the period of extensive development. Some of them support the re- 
solutions of the highest party bodies verbally but when it comes to their 
specific implementation, approach them hesitantly and halfheartedly. No other 
name can be found for this two-faced approach but opportunism in practice. The 
present tasks cannot be mastered with people who are self-complacent, do not 
have the patience to listen to and to deal with the working people's justified 
comments, shun conflict-prone and unpopular measures, and want to be on good 
terms with everyone. The feeling of self-satisfaction and the unwillingness to 
take risks, introduce new production methods and products, and change one's 
habits--all this leads to lage in technology, the consequences of which are 
negatively felt by the whole society. Even the best intentions, resolutions, 
and measures remain then just on paper. The everyday organizational, manager- 
ial, and eduaational work, the systematic struggle for higher production effec- 
tiveness on the basis of using technical progress, cannot be made up for by 
agitation; it cannot be replaced by any regulations or administrative decrees. 
We emphasize that the work of leading cadres must set an example of great 
exactingness, high principles, and great responsibility and that there must not 
be any abuse or violation of party and state discipline. Neither can they 
tolerate such phenomena in the organizations and work collectives they super- 
vise. In those cases when the ledding workers are not mastering their tasks, 
it is necessary to pursue a bolder and more energetic cadre policy and replace 
those who cannot cope with the set tasks by able, politically and professional- 
ly competent cadres. This demands that we work according to a long-term plan 
and pay greater attention to the selection, training, and deployment of cadre 
reserves. Special attention must be devoted to young, promising workers. 


The speeding up of scientific-technical progress is inseparably connected with 
the further upswing of working initiative. The development of inventorship and 
innovatorship, which markedly contribute to increasing the effectiveness of the 
national economy, plays an ever more important role. In the years of the Sixth 
5-Year Plan, the contribution of the utilized improvers' proposals and inven- 
tions have amounted to Kcs 37 billion and the annual contributions have con- 
stantly risen. This is attested to by the fact that in 1982 the effect arising 
from inventions amounted to Kcs 2.02 billian and from improvers' proposals Kcs 
8.18 billion. In 1982 there were 338,000 improvers' proposals. This, compared 
with 1970, constitutes more than a three-fold increase. However, not only 
numbers are important. What is most important is a rapid utilization of inven- 
tions and improvers' proposals in practice. In 1982 a total of 25 percent of 
adopted inventions and 13 percent of improvers' proposals were not made use of. 
The time it takes to utilize them is getting longer and their mass distribution 
stagnates. One often does not pay the necessary attention to published 
thematical tasks. This is attested to by the fact that agencies of economic 
management still do not appreciate this important source of scientific- 
technical progress. One cannot reconcile oneself to such an attitude. Equally, 
one cannot permit an insufficient fulfillment of duties by economic managing 
agencies as regards providing effective technical assistance and advisory 
service to improvers and inventors. We regard as necessary that economic 
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agencies address themselves to this situation and agencies and organizations 
of experts following the effectiveness of the measures adopted to achieve an 
improvement. 


To implement these plans and to eliminate some long surviving shortcomings, one 
will have to improve the system of management of the inventorship and improver- 
ship, especially as regards determining the rights and duties of agencies and 
organizations when proliferating inventions, discoveries, and improvers' pro- 
posals, and as regards inventors’ and improvers' material incentives. 


The Revolutionary Trade Union Movement has an important role in the development 
of inventorship and improvership in the entire sphere of the working peoples' 
initiative. An expresssion of the active relatioship of workers, cooperative 
farmers, and intelligentsia toward building our society is their participation 
in socialist competition, in which more than 82 percent of all working people 
are taking part. In production there are hundreds of collectives orienting 
“heir work toward increasing production's quality and technical standard. The 
rationalization efforts of the brigades of socialist labor are becoming in- 
creasingly the foundation of their activity. The activity of the comprehensive 
rationalization brigades plays an important role. Their development must be 
supported. They enable deepening cooperation and the joint work of workers, 
cooperative farmers and scientific-technical intelligentsia, overcoming barriers 
between departments, sectors and enterprises and strengthening the unity between 
the workers class and scientific-technical intelligentsia. At the same time one 
has to develop various forms of links between science and production and utilize 
all forms of the working people's initiative. In the sphere of capital con- 
struction it is desirable to support the conclusion of associated [sdruzene] 
pledges to ensure a quality and timely course of work on vital projects and 
putting them quickly into operation. 


The pledge of the Revolutionary Trade Union Movement adopted at the 10th all- 
trade union congress--on the basis of unfolding further the creative initiative 
of the working people to achieve a bigger, by 0.5 percent savings of fuels, 
energy, metals and other materials than the plan envisages--deserves full 
political support. The social review of the rationalization of the consumption 
of fuels and energy revealed that this is an effective method of the working 
people's active participation in uncovering and utilizing untapped potential. 


Counterplanning must also be oriented more toward a greater degree of thrifti- 
ness, savings, and assertion of qualitative aspects in production, connected 
above all with the application of scientific-technical development. 


In the interest of increasing the effectiveness of socialist competition, which 
is a great help in implementing the resolutions of the 16th Congress, we must 
rid it of the phenomena of formalism and orient it toward the qualitative as- 
pects of production. When developing socialist competition we must proceed from 
the Leninist principles of developing initiative. This requires supporting mass 
aspects [masovost] and at the same time elevating collectives and individuals 

to the level of the best. We have to see to it that the best examples and 
experience are purposefully and systematically spread. 
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We attach great importance to spreading, applying, and popularizing progressive 
experience and tested forms of the initiatives of the working people of the 
Soviet Union. In this connection we value the energetic activity of the 
Czechos lovak-Soviet Friendship Society, which must be constantly deepened. 


We value the creative initiative of the Socialist Youth Union, particularly 

the Zenit movement and other forms of competition, with which it has been con- 
tributing to the development and application of science and technology and the 
preparation of the young generation for mastering new and demanding tasks of 
scientific-technical development. The extent to which succeed in making use 

of the affinity of youth toward technology will significantly influence their 
professional careers as well as attitudes toward the utilization and the develop- 
ment of science and technology in all spheres of social life. 


We expect that the state and economic agencies and organizations will support 
the initiative and technical creativity of youth and create the necessary cadre, 
material and other conditions for it. We regard the work with youth as one of 
the most important forms of political and social commitments. 


The activity of the Czechoslovak Scientific-Technical Society, which has more 
than 500,000 members from the ranks of scientific-technical intelligentsia, 
leading workers, cooperative farmers, inventors, innovators and efficiency 
experts, is of great importance. By its energetic activity, which must be 
further improved, it effectively contributes to the preparation and introduction 
of new, progressive aspects of technical development into production. Equally 
important is that in the sphere of education it creates even more determinedly 
conditions for the development of professional knowledge among its members, for 
practical application and channeling of their creative abilities. Its initia- 
tive as regards the development of creative activity, efforts to master micro- 
electronics, especially the microprocessor technology, and the popularization 
activity which it conducts in the sphere, deserve appreciation. It fulfills 

an important role in providing effective technical assistance and an advisory 
service, in which in particular the houses of technology play a role. In the 
future, its activity must be oriented in such a way as to even more help to 
deepen interenterprise and intersectoral cooperation. We expect that the 
Czechoslovak Scientific-Technical Society, in the spirit of the conclusions of 
its recent congresses, will increase its activity even more and markedly con- 
tribute to the realization of the results of science and technology in practice. 


In the Foreground of the Interest of the Entire Party 


The entire party, all its agencies, primary organizations, functionaries, and 
all party members must be aware that the attempt to speed up scientific 
technical progress is one of the key requirements of the current stage of 
building an advanced socialist society. This important task must be a part 
of our everyday work. It is immediately connected with ensuring the growth of 
the social productivity of work, which in the spirit of Leninist interpretation 
is the decisive factor for the final victory of socialism over capitalism. 
This is a principled political question, a task of the entire party. As such 
it must permeat its identification [poznavaci], programmatic, organizational, 
cadre, ideo-educational, and control activity. In the process of socialist 
construction, the party has accumulated valuable experience from the struggle 
for scientific-technical progress and its assertion into social practice. A 
higher degree of knowledge has enabled us to approach with greater self- 
confidence and determination the tasks which we have set for ourselves. 
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The integration of science, technology and production is not restricted to new 
organizational forms alone. Involved, above all, are relations among people, 
creating harmony between individual, collective, and social interests. From 
experience we know that this is not a comfortable process, devoid of conflicts. 
It is never easy to change the thinking of people, their habits and attitudes 
and to overcome antiquated forms and methods of work. 


The implementation of the results of science and technology is accompanied by 
many problems, beginning with demands for better qualifications and ending with 
the necessity to acquire new skills, and to establish new work collectives and 
the transition to different spheres of production activity. Resolving these 
problems, overcoming [word indistinct] obstacles and determinedly supporting 
those who are at the head of the struggle for the new and are willing to take 
healthy risks must become the primary tasks of managers, supported by party 
organizations. 


The party agencies and organizations are facing a permanent task: Purposefully 
and in an organized manner to unify and concentrate the efforts of communist 
ranking personnel and of work collectives on determining factors of intensifica- 
tion, on a more rapid assertion of the results of scientific-technical progress 
in production practice. 


It is necessary everywhere to create a social climate for a wider application 
of scientific-technical development and stimulate working people's creative 
initiative. It is necessary to strive for an atmosphere of courageous and 
creative searching and irreconcilability toward conservatism and passivity to 
prevail in every production and research collective. What is involved is not 
only to mobilize, but at the same time to organize and control how enterprises 
are ensuring that all scientific-technical findings which we have at our dis- 
posal quickly make their way into »roduction, into practical life. The neces- 
sary prerequisite for this is that «ll party agencies, every primary organiza- 
tion as well as each communist not only with words but above all with deeds 
consistently fulfill their mission of a ‘vanguard. 


We have positive experience with the initiatives of the party agencies and 
organizations which greatly contribute to close links between science and 
production. A joint movement of research institutes, institutes of higher 
learning and enterpirses whose purpose are close links between science and 
production is being launched in Prague under the aegis of the CPCZ's city 
committee. In the North Bohemian region a concrete document has been adopted 
on the application of the results of science and technology in practice, and 
work with scientific-technical intelligentsia is broadly unfolding there. The 
South Moravian CPCZ Regional Committee, too, is organizing an initiative by 
research institutes and large enterprises to deepen mutual cooperation and 
aid a rapid application of findings of research institutes in production 
practice. This movement is steered by a commission attached ot the South 
Moravian CPCZ Regional Committee. 


In the East Slovak region, attached to the CPSL Regional Committee, is the 
Council for Science and Technology. In Bratislava, from the initiative of the 
party agencies, they are making use of Kiev's experience in uniting science 
and production initiative. 
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The questions of intensification and scientific-technical development must be 
systematically put on the agendas of the meetings of regional and district 
committees and other party agencies and organizations; they must be an insepar- 
able part of everyday political-organizational and ideo-educational work of the 
party. At all levels we must see to it that the plans set will not stay on 
paper only, but that they are projected into specific, real tasks and measures 
at approprtate worksites. In party work one has to implement more broadly 
differentiated forms and methods of work according to individual sectors and 
people. Party agencies and organizations must more purposefully work with the 
aktiv of experts and innovators. 


Our party has always highly valued scientists and technicians, appreciated 
their work for our society and created conditions for developing talents. All 
the greater attention we must devote to scientific-technical intelligentsia in 
the conditions of intensifying the national economy. We regard systematic care 
for the activity of personnel in the preproduction stages as an important part 
of the work of party agencies and organizations. The current situation demands 
that party organizations more often address themselves to problems pertaining to 
the development and conditions of the work of the planning, construction, 
development, and technological worksites. 


In this connection party agencies and organizations must pay systematic atten- 
tion to a permanent strengthening of the party influence at these worksites and 
to improving the membership base. In a number of working collectives in these 
sectors the party influence is insufficient. This is not always only the 
consequence of the low number of people organized [in the party], but also be- 
cause not all communists are asserting with the necessary combativeness, com 
mitment, and initiative everything that is new, that brings technical progress, 
and that is demanded by the current needs of the development of our national 


economy. 


The effectiveness of the party's influence on scientific-technical progress 
cannot be increased witout the party's control activity being perfected, 
especially the implementation of party control. One has to regularly check 
how the tasks of science and technology are being ensured in conditions of 
individual worksites, enterprises, and plants. In instances when shortcomings 
[word indistinct] when determined tasks are not being fulfilied and deadlines 
not observed, causes must be analyzed, the responsibility of the appropriate 
personnel assessed, and the elimination of shortcomings demanded. We are not 
interested only in discussing in general terms the results which are being 
achieved, but in orienting party control above all toward fulfilling qualita- 
tive indexes. 


Successes Increase Our Authority 


The tasks which we are discussing at today's CPCZ Central Committee session 
must be assessed in the context of the development of foreign-political rela- 
tions and the complex international situation. We must continue keeping in 
mind the fact that scientific-technical development can be made use of to the 
benefit of mankind, but also--when in the hands of imperialists--misused 
against it. Therefore--in view of the present character of the world class 
Struggle--we must take a more marked step forward in the sector of the develop- 
ment and application of scientific-technical progress. This is in the interest 
of the development of the national economy, permanent growth of labor produc- 
tivity, and raising our people's standard of living. This also is one of our 
important international tasks in the struggle for maintaining world peace. 
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We express full support to the principled declaration of the Soviet Government 
on the deployment of ULS. missiles in Western Europe. Equally, we are express- 
ing support also for the world movement for peace and life and against nuclear 
war, whose representatives we will welcome in our capital Prague at the world 
gathering of peace forces. 


We must continue keeping in mind that the more consistently we ensure the tasks 
in the sphere of science and technology, the stronger will not only be our 
economy but also world socialism, and the mor successful also will be our 
common struggle against the forces of imperialism and war. 


In connection with ensuring the tasks of the development of science and tech- 
nology, the party agencies and organizations must concentrate attention on 
systematically raising the standard of cadre work, on the selection, training, 
and placing of cadres. The results acquired in ensuring scientific-technical 
development must become an indivisible part of comprehensive assessment, and 
corresponding conclusions msut be drawn from the nonfulfillment of tasks. The 
Presidium of the CPCZ Central Committee has approved the content orientation 
regarding improving the qualificaitons of ranking personnel and of cadres 
reserves in the economic sphere. The federal government has adopted the 
necessary measures for its implementation. An individual training and post- 
training of leading cadres will be organized in courses and seminars at man- 
agement institutes and educational facilities in individual sectors. 


Fulfillment of demanding tasks requires, together with organizational work, 
further deepening and expanding ideo-educational and propaganda activity. 

What is involved is that everybody fully comprehends that ensuring tasks in 
this sphere is one of the most important forms of the struggle between social- 
ism and capitalism. The ideo-educational work as well as the political- 
organizational work of the aprty must contribute to supporting and ensuring 
objectives in the sphere of scientific-technical progress and to asserting 
exacting approaches. It must help to create an atmosphere of creative activity, 
effective struggle for scientific-technical progress and its implementation in 
practice. 


Communists also must stand at the head of the struggle for strengthening 
discipline and order, for eliminating various abuses which have become rooted 
at many worksites. We must not tolerate anything that harms the working man, 
the party, and socialism. That also is the purpose of the letter calling for 
combating negative phenomena and for strenghtening discipline and order, 
addressed by the Presidium of the CPCZ Central Committee to all CPCZ primary 
organizations, to all communists. 


Also the mass information media, particularly the press, television, radio, 
film, and publishing houses must be active to that end. Their task is winning 
the support of the broad public for scientific-technical development and popu- 
larizing its creators, the results achieved, and employing criticism to con- 
tribute to eliminating obstacles preventing a rapid implementation of the 
findings of science and technology in practice and their more effective influ- 
ence on intensification. 
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The activity and the methods of work of communists in governments, central 
agencies, and institutions must correspond to the new consitions which our 
society enters in the eighties. On them rests the great responsibility for the 
care for scientific-technical development and the implementation of its results 
in economic production units and enterprises, this becoming to a greater extent 
than until now the content of the work of the governments, ministries, and 
central agencies. In this a more active role must be played also by the 
appropriate CPCZ Central Committee departments. At the same time, together with 
improving central management and planning, it is important to exert effective 
pressure for fulfiling the tasks set, for increasing the responsibility of the 
lower levels of management for the observance of state and planning discipline, 
and creating favorable conditions for the development of work initiative and 
activity. 


CSO: 2400/342 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


BACKGROUND, OPINIONS OF MEMOIRIST KOPINIC EXPLORED 
Prepublication Interview 
Belgrade DUGA in Serbo-Croatian No 240, 7 May 83 pp 18-20 


[Interview with Josip Kopinic by Dusan Zeljeznov in Pula at unspecified recent 
date: "Tito Was a Great Humanist"] 


[Text] Vjenceslav Cencic's book "Enigma Kopinic" [The Kopinic Riddle], in 
which the public is greatly interested, was recently published in Belgrade. 
Immediately prior to that we spoke in Pula with Josip Kopinic, who is the 
"hero" of that book. 


[Kopinic] The Kopinices come from Veliki Obrez, near Brezice, where my ances- 
tor's arrived in the 14th century. In the time of the peasant revolt Kopinic 
was a commanding officer in Gubec's peasant army. Incidentally, we had moved 
there from the Spreca Valley in 2osnia. Supposedly there is even now a settle- 
ment of Kopinices there who are Muslims. Which means that some of the Kopi- 
tices fled before the Turks. My mother came from Zeleznik near Metlika, which 
is also where the Kopinices came from (Josip Kopinic began the interview). 


[Question] You obviously come from a revolutionary family. What did your 
father do? 


[Answer] In Metlika my father's uncle on the paternal side was a police Wacht- 
meister. How he became Wachtmeister is another question. In Obrez they were 
rather poor, there was no future, and the uncle first brought three of my 
father's sisters to Metlika and then my father as well. 

[Question] How many of you were there in the family? 

[Answer] Three (Kopinic said). A brother who was killed in 1941 at Laze, a 
sister living in Zagreb, and I, the oldest. All of us were fighting with the 
Partizans in 1941. 

[Question] How did you get your education and get into the navy? 


[Answer] We were very poor. I finished the fourth grade of elementary school 
in Metlika and then went off to Ljubljana to become a priest. My mother 
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didn't like the idea, my father still less, but what was there to do, I went. 
Janez Marentic, a well-known communist who was a year older, was also there.... 
One day I ran away from Ljubljana and spent the year going to the civil school 
(gradjanska skola) [a former type of 4-year elementary school] in Metlika. 
Soon they called for me to come to Bosnia. Dr Mujbegovic, now a national hero, 
was living in Tuzla. He was a physician, a very progressive man, but he had 
no children, and he wanted to adopt me. What does it matter, I thought, I 
will become a Muslim. Thus I went off to Tuzla, where I went to high school. 
But I also had quarrels in Tuzla. Mujbegovic gave me a little money. Then I 
finished the civil school in Metlika, and then I went off to Karlovac, to the 
commercial school. 


Quarrel With Dr Anton Korosec 
[Question] We have heard that you quarreled with Dr Korosec. 


[Answer] Yes. My mother had gone to school with someone who was later a dep- 
uty of the Slovenian People's Party from a neighboring village, from Zelimej. 
His name was Martincek, and Korosec would spend his vacation with him. That 
is where I came to know him. We quarreled constantly, each had his own opin- 
ion, but we went swimming together in the Kupa. When he was leaving in the 
summer of 1928 he gave me a letter and told me to give it to the director of 
the railroad in Ljubljana, who would give me a job. At first the director in 
Ljubljana refused to see me. I persisted and on the third day managed to see 
him. He immediately asked me if I had been in the army. When he heard that I 
had not, he said that I first had to take care of that before applying for a 
job. Then I gave him Korosec's letter. "Why didn't you give me that immedi- 
ately, on the first day," the director told me, "then you would not have 
waited. Incidentally, you can start work immediately." I was surprised and 
at the same time angry. I quarreled with the director and said that I didn't 
need a job from him. I went off home. On foot, since I had no money for the 
train.... I had a fixed idea about becoming a locksmith or a mechanic. But 
the owner of the only shop of that kind in Metlika wanted a suckling pig, I 
don't know how many thousand dinars and wheat as well, and my father did not 
have it to give. Then someone remembered the naval technical school, and that 
is how I decided to go there. There were 1,500 of us applying for about 400 
places. They examined everyone. Then we came before the school's commandant, 
some lieutenant colonel named Labas. He examined my documents and asked why I 
wanted to go to this school. He reconmended the officers' school in Podgorica 
(the present Titograd) to me. "I will give you a letter, and they will accept 
you immediately. I have talked to them about it over the telephone," he told 
me. But I was stubborn. I told him I wanted to become a mechanic. He in- 
sisted, but in vain. I stood my ground, I graduated from the school, and I 
became a machinery electrician. 


Into the Party--On a Submarine 
[Question] Where and when were you enrolled in the party? 


[Answer] When I was assigned to a submarine, in 1931. We finished school in 
May or June, and in July I was enrolled in the party. There were several 








party members there, but they did not have a party contact, which I then es- 
tablished through Marentic. The party there was headed by a certain Kazimir 
Bilo. He was a technician on the submarine just as I was and the son of a 
miner from Kakanj. 


[Question] Then they compromised you, and that was why you emigrated to Vi- 
enna in 1934. 


[Answer] That was the agreement I had with Marentic and Kardelj. I had be- 
come acquainted with Kardelj earlier, in 1932 or 1933, when he came out of 
prison. I always wore civilian clothes when I went to meet him, since I sus- 
pected that the police were tailing him. We would meet in Ljubljana at Saint 
Jacob's Church or in the taverns, and there was also a wine cellar in Zidovska 
Street. We often saw one another at Virgin Mary's in the Fields, or somewhere 
else. I did most of my business with Marentic. He was also a member of the 
regional leadership. Kardelj said that their authority did not extend to the 
armed forces. They all steered clear of us, and I could see why. We sent a 
Slovene from Verzej who was head of the hospital motor pool in Jesenice (his 
last name was Kozar), who was also a member of the leadership (a man who 
fought with the Partizans in 1941 and died a few years ago) to make contact. 
For 2 weeks they sent him from one loft to another in Zagreb, and nothing came 
of all that. Though once they did send an instructor. But we did not have 
good luck even with him. Thus we had to maintain contact with Ljubljana. We 
had more contacts with Podgorica and Kotor. But they didn't want to have any- 
thing to do with us either, nor we with them! But they did have a party orga- 
nization, at least at the arsenal in Tivat. They were mostly Slovenes, about 
200 families had moved out because of the fascists. There were about 60-70 
families from Pula and then from Monfalcone (Trzic near Trieste), and that is 
how Yugoslavia got specialists to work in the arsenal repairing ships, guns 
and other weapons. They had an organization, but they were afraid of us, as 
indeed were we that we might fall for some agent provocateur. We would lend 
literature back and forth, but not, of course, PROLETER [PROLETARIAN], which 
was dangerous and which we would get only in Ljubljana. On one occasion my 
commanding officer von Erni said that he wanted to make his way in the world 
and that it would be good for me to vanish, since some commission was con- 
cerned with me.... I went off for a medical examination to try to get away, 
even though I was completely healthy. The military doctor was fortunately 

Col Fras, a Slovene, who was head of the medical commission for the navy. T 
asked him to grant me a month's leave to go home. He asked me why. I said 
that I had a girl at home I wanted to see. He said: "You are the only one 
who has come here and has not said that he was sick. In a week you will get 
everything you need!" And I actually did receive everything and went off for 
that month to arrange everything necessary for a new life. Then Zdenka Kidric 
took me to Ziherl's mother. Before that they met me at the station, it was 
well organized.... 


Acquaintance With Tito 


[Question] Where did you meet Comrade Tito the first time? 





[Answer] In 1935 in Moscow, when he came from prison and was given a post in 
the Comintern in which he was responsible for the schools in the Balkan coun- 
tries. That was the Balkan secretariat. His concern was those schools. That 
was when we became acquainted. He would come to ask what was new with us, and 
he would also tell what was new with them. He told us a great deal about his 
experiences in Yugoslav prisons. 


[Question] You also had a position in the embassy of the Spanish Republic in 
Paris in mid-1938, and then you went back to the Soviet Union. 


[Answer] I went to the Soviet Union, since Tito sent me. Why? Since not a 
single Yugoslav could get there then, but I was a Soviet citizen, and I left 
Spain with a Soviet passport. I had agreed with Tito that I would return to 
Yugoslavia, but after all he told me that I was to go up there, to the Soviet 
Union, to persuade Georgi Dimitrov that we were working things out, that we 
were after all doing something. 


[Question] You came back to Yugoslavia in the spring of 1940. Probably il- 
legally. 


[Answer] I came with Tito. 


[Question] On orders from the Comintern and by agreement with Tito you then 
organized a station for contact with the Comintern. 


[Answer] Tito had an agreement with them. At that time we had to obey then, 
our people today simply do not understand that. The CPY was at that time a 
section of the Comintern. Every party was a section. The rules of the ser- 
vice were these: if we tell you to do something, you must do it, whether it 
be Tito or someone else. Tito wanted to use me for something else. It was 
already wartime, and it was difficult to maintain communications with all the 
parties in that part of Europe, and he thought of setting me up there as some 
sort of our representative so that he could keep a check on all that. Even 
Tito had to agree, you had to obey, there was no room for discussion. Then I 
went off with Stela, who was an excellent radio operator and technician, and 
indeed she herself had designed and built a two-way radio. She had graduated 
from a school of engineering and specialtzed in those tasks. She had 7 years' 
experience. Thus we came to Yugoslavia and brought all the parties into con- 
tact. Not only the Yugoslav, but also the parties of the neighboring coun- 
tries. That was what it was about. 


[Question] And you held that position until 1943, at least according to 
Tito's collected works. 


[Answer] Until Stalin dissolved the Comintern since it no longer suited him. 


[Question] After the liberation you became a member of the Croatian CP Cen- 
tral Committee. 


[Answer] Nothing of the kind! 








[Question] That is what it says in "Who Is Who in Yugosiavia." 
[Answer] They really are jokers. 
[Question] That is what it says. 


[Answer] Who is to blame for them saying that? It never happened. I was 
never a member of the central committee. Not only of the Croatian CP, but not 
of any central committee nor politburo. I was only a member of the top staff 
of the Comintern. 


[Question] In Pula you were director of the "Uljanik" Shipyard and director 
of "Litostroj" in 1965 in Ljubljana. 


[Answer] I remained that until 1970. 
[Question] Then you retired. 


[Answer] No, I did not retire, but I had had enough of everything, since they 
interfered with me everywhere. When I was at "Uljanik," I was at the same time 
president of the Shipbuilding Association. The people in the Croatian Execu- 
tive Council at that time were demanding that we all integrate, left and right. 
If you did not integrate, that was no good, since that was the slogan in vogue 
at the time. So they told me: our view is that you have to do this, you have 
to carry out this merger. I said that it would not work. How could you merge? 
"Uljanik" had certain specifications for building ships, in Split they were 
different, and somewhere else they had still others. How were we supposed to 
join all that together when the units of measurement were different? One meas- 
ured in ells, another in meters, and a third in inches.... And at that point 
even Macek summoned me and said that he had heard that I was having difficul- 
ties. I had known Macek for a number of: years, even before the war, from the 
Lenin School in 1936, as well as from the war, from the (Kocevski) Rog Offen- 
sive. "Come to Slovenia, we will give you attention, and you will not have to 
do anything at all. I have made an agreement with the Croats that you would 
come to Slovenia. It is true that we have a problem at 'Litostroj,' losses 
amounting to 9 billion; if you want, you can take that over," Macek told me. 

So I took over "Litostroj" and pulled it out. Not alone, we pulled it out of 
difficulties together. Then the Slovenian trade unionists organized a strike 
at "Litostroj." When the workers went into the streets, and when they were 
joined by others, they asked me to halt the strike. And that is why I no 
longer wanted to be a director anywhere. 


[Question] As an old revolutionary, member of the party, a man who has been 

at the center of events, and as a close collaborator of Comrade Tito, how do 

you look today on this question: Is it really necessary for people to remain 
in positions so long? 


[Answer] During the war our brigades, battalions, and divisions were led by 
young men 20, 25 or at the most 30 years old. Without them we never would 
have won the revolution. So why, then, do we not send younger people forward 
even now, when we know that a man shows his greatest creativity between the 
years of 20, 30 and 45? 
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[Question] Have you ever been Sorry you became a communist during your long 
revolutionary career? Have you despaired and doubted the idea? 


[Answer] Never. Were I to be born again, I would again be a communist. I am 
only sorry that certain things happen. 


[Question] All of your contemporaries are now writing memoirs. Is that use- 
ful or not? 


[Answer] Ithas most likely been official for their pocketbooks. The histori- 
cal importance and the matter of whether absolutely everyone must write them 
are another question. 


On Tempo's Memoirs, Dedijer ... 

[Question] Have you read Tempo's memoirs? 
[Answer] I have. 

[Question] And how do they seem to you? 


[Answer] Tempo also has his ax to grind. But I will tell you something. 

Have you seen the Japanese film "Rashomon"?! Surely you have. The point of 
the film is that several people see the same event, and each sees it in his 
own way.... This still does not mean objective historical truth, but this is 
only Tempo's view of events. On the one hand it is good for someone to write 
something, for us to have as large a choice as possible from which to pick out 
the historical truth. Yet it is not necessary for everything to be the way 
someone imagines it. That also applies to Tempo, although he has written 
things I like very much, he has said certain radical things, but unfortunately 
he did not spell them all out.... 


Tito, for example, wrote in the introduction to his collected 

works a sentence which has today become quite well known that not a single 
document should be concealed, altered or omitted. Let everything be the way 
it was, and only history itself will show what the objective historical truth 
is. In that sense our histories and our memoirs are still in a better situa- 
tion than in certain other socialist countries, including even China, where 
they have simply wiped out certain people. We by contrast are writing even 
today about Rankovic, Djilas and all the others who in one way or another have 
already played out their role. 


[Question] I do not know if you are aware that they have written more about 
you in the West in connection with Dedijer's "Prilozi ..." than about Dedijer 
himself. 


[Answer] Yes, they have their reasons. 


[Question] Dedijer published a great deal of your material in the second vol- 
ume of "Prilozi...." 





[Answer] I will tell you something. I have spoken about Dedijer with Tito 
himself. I have known him for a long time. I must tell you that so that you 
understand what I will say. When I return to Yugoslavia in 1940, Dedijer was 
a kind of contact with Krista Djordjevic, who was president of the "Cvijeta 
Zuzoric" Society. I have a two-way radio at Krista's and a place that was 
strictly secret. When Togliatti passed through Yugoslavia, he went by way of 
that station. Tito had implicit faith in Dedijer. It was Lola Ribar who in- 
troduced me to Dedijer. When I came to the Supreme Command in Rogatica, later 
it was at Bele Vode, I saw Dedijer there. He was sitting down and writing. 

It was a meeting of the Supreme Command and the Central Committee. And I 
asked Tito: "Listen, Old Man, what is Dedijer doing here?" And his answer 
was: "What can you do, we gave him the command of a unit, and he was unfit, 
then we said that he would be a good commissar, but he wasn't. Then we said 
let him write stories. You know, you have to have that so that we do not for- 
get what happened. He is always present and he writes." After the war Tito 
told me: "It is a lucky thing that we had Dedijer, since we have the history 
of our struggle." It is true, however, that that is history seen with his 
eyes. But what he has to be given credit for is that he wrote all that down. 
That was, of course, his task, but it is fortunate that he stayed alive and 
presented all the material from the war intact. I am fond of him and I be- 
lieve him. Even the Old Man was very good to Dedijer, although at that time 
he dropped out because of Djilas. That Dedijer is also very vain, and he 
greatly exaggerates his own role, all that is true. But you can overlook that. 
We can also criticize him for having written too much about himself and cer- 
tain other matters in the second volume of "Prilozi ...," but it is also true 
that what he wrote was not to the liking of many. That is why they attack him 
so much. Dedijer criticizes everything. But it does not seem to me that he 
has done anything bad. Nowhere in the book did I notice that he has anywhere 
cast a blemish on Tito. We say nothing about what Klopcic had to say about 
Tito. Much the same as Ocak. In my opinion Dedijer has not done anything 
terrible as far as Tito is concerned, but assigned him his rightful place. I 
told him it would be good if we do not make a god of Tito, but a man. Tito 
was for us and for me a great man. That above all. It is rate for a man in 
power not to permit himself to kill everyone left or right. Who did Tito al- 
low them to kill? No one. And now look in world history for statesmen of 
that kind. He was a great humanist. 


[Question] Enjoyed the respect of the entire world. 


[Answer] They liked him everywhere. Do you remember when the nationalists 
were counting heads? Tito said at that time that he was a proletarian, and 
internationalist, and not a Croat. I respect our nationalities, but we cannot 
count heads, since the working class is interethnic. But we have forgotten 
that today, and that is why we have workers today who think of themselves as 
coming not only from Slovenia, but even from a particular region and opstina. 


Nationalism and Self-Management 
[Question] You were born on what one might call the national border. You are 


a Slovene by nationality, but on the basis of your work you have been a great 
internationalist. Kosta Nadj recently declared that because of integration 
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the nationalities would disappear in Yugoslavia in 50 years and that we would 
have only a Yugoslav nationality. 


[Answer] That could happen. In America it is of no importance whatsoever 
whether you are Italian, Slav or something else. They have taken a different 
road there. These matters are very accentuated in our case, and 50 years is 
not much time. In any case, that is the way in which we hold on to positions. 
And those positions begin right in the opstina. That is why we accentuate na- 
tionalism through official and political factors. 


[Question] We are wrangling a great deal at the moment about nationalism in 
Yugoslavia. Some people are in favor of monolithism, others against self-man- 
agement, still others are for it, and so on. How do you look upon all those 
concerns of ours as an old communist, an internationalist, and one of the cre- 
ators of the revolution? 


[Answer] While the Old Man was alive and when those things arose, we would 
discuss them quite a bit. It is not true that he agreed with all these things 
we have now. Tito once asked me how I looked on this? I said: "For several 
years I was a director. I will give you just one example. You have a remain- 
der of income, and the question is how to divide it up. We usually paid a 
13th monthly salary, and we could have gone on to a 14th, 15th or 16th.... 
Instead of that, why not join the trade union in putting this question before 
the assembly of workers in the shops, and let them say what they think. You 
have proposals: several alternatives for people so that they can choose. Af- 
ter all, if only the workers’ council decides, that is the same as having the 
decision made by the management of the factory. The financial director will 
present a proposal which, to be sure, will be put to a vote and it will be said 
that this is the opinion of the working class or the collective. You see what 
is done," I told Tito, "the workers could be against paying out the 14th, 15th 
and 16th monthly salary and might rather decide for schools, day nurseries and 
such things. Let a commission of the workers" council be elected in this con- 
nection that would report every 3 months on how those funds are being spent, 
since otherwise the bureaucracy in the opstina would squander them along with 
the political organizations on really stupid things.... You recall when there 
was no penicillin, and we in the factory furnished foreign exchange for us to 
import it for the hospitals. As I see it, that is workers' self-management 
when the workers manage what they have earned. That is self-management, and 
not when someone acts in the name of the working class." 


[Question] In spite of all the shortcomings and errors we have nevertheless 
changed Yugoslavia quite a bit. Before the war there were poor people, abject 
poverty, emigration and the like. Today we are not hungry. Unemployment is 
another matter. There is no longer anyone who is hungry and dressed in rags 
in Yugoslavia. 


[Answer] We talk too much about what great things we have done. We would 
have achieved more if we had conducted a more intelligent policy. Greece is 
just as backward as we are, and we now have a per capita national income of 
$3,000, but the Greeks $5,000, and that without socialism. We certainly ought 
to speak more cautiously about this. My wife is a Greek, and I know that 
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there is virtually no unemployment there. Wedare not forget that every Greek 
peasant who is age 60 does not have to pay for the hospital and medicine, and 
social security is at a higher level there than in our case. It is true, how- 
ever, that we have done a great deal. And if we work today as we did when it 
was a question of rebuilding the country, if we had continued in that way in- 
stead of each worrying about how much the other fellow is getting and instead 
of quarreling with one another, I really do not know where we would be today. 
At that time it was really an advantage. We certainly did everything, but 
others were also doing something. 


[Question] Do you think in spite of that that our economic crisis will slowly 
bring us to our senses and force us to behave more sensibly? 


[Answer] It will be some time before we pay off all those credits along with 
the interest. Why, for example, Omisalj? We signed a contract with the Ameri- 
cans under which they had 49 percent and we 51 percent. Now they have can- 
celed it, and everything is falling on our back. And since Reagan sets the 
rate of interest, we simply pay what is in effect in that year. Now we have 

to pay an interest rate of 22 percent, but at that time it was 8 or 10 percent. 
No debt of that size could have gone through without the blessing of the very 
top leadership. I had nothing whatsoever to do with that. The worker in 
"Uljanik" still less. No one asked him about that. This disturbs people. 


Comment on Earlier Interview 
Belgrade OMLADINSKE in Serbo-Croatian 15 May 83 p 3 
[Article by Zoran Avramovic: "Why Is Kopinic Silent"'] 


[Text] I have read several times the sentences which Josip Kopinic uttered 
for NIN on 1 May 1983. 


"I have written everything I should, and some things I will never say and I 
will take them with me when I die. These are things which cannot be said. I 
know of such things which are dynamite even today." 


After these words what is a man to think who is not indifferent toward histori- 
cal and social self-consciousness? As I see it, they shake the entire edifice 
of knowledge about our more recent history, about the events from that time, 
and they also raised the question of the function of historical facts in under- 
standing historical development. 


The motivation of a man who participated in creating the social and historical 
developments of our prewar and wartime history in refusing to say what he 
knows is not altogether secondary here. For instance, by what criteria does 
he share his testimony about a tumultuous period in our recent past? ". 
some things I will never say...." Why? 


One cannot help but be curious. 
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J. Kopinic, we know, is one of the important figures in the Comintern. A man 
who "sends telegrams to the Comintern every day" obviously enjoys the trust of 
that organization which does not exist today, and there is understandably no 
doubt about his being informed and his placement in the womb of the history of 
the forties. For a long time after the war nothing was known of him, and to- 
day, for this generation, he is a completely new figure whose importance is 
not marginal, nor is the role which he performed in "underground intelligence 
work." 


History and sociology have already shed light on the sources, the tragedies, 
the irrationality and the epilogues of the internationalist method of working 
with the center in the Moscow communist university of ethnic minorities of the 
West. I would note by the way that not even J. Kopinic in his interview re- 
futed the game with people's lives. We are not convinced by the assertion 
that someone came under the jurisdiction of the Soviet Union as a member of 
the Soviet Communist Party (Bolshevik) and a Russian nationalist. This proves 
nothing against the granting of consent by the national parties to the liqui- 
dation of their own members. Nationality in the ethnic sense and nationality 
in the sense of the country of which one is a citizen are two different con- 
cepts, but their meaning in the Comintern was Stalinized: the national par- 
ties were integral parts of the Soviet Communist Party (Bolshevik) in the in- 
terest of an internationalism which was in turn defined by Moscow. The na- 
tional parties were subordinate to it as parts of the movement. 


All the things that happened in that period of history which is difficult to 
explain from our present perspective are slowly and with difficulty coming 
into the light of an interested public (many documents are inaccessible to 
specialists). When J. Kopinic says: "Those are matters which cannot be 
spoken," the natural question is "Which matters?" It is logical to assume 
that these are mainly matters related to work in the Comintern. Other conjec- 
tures are also possible, and Kopinic himself would confirm which is accurate. 
But--he refuses to say. Why? 


Perhaps the answer is hidden in the third sentence. "I know of things which 
are dynamite even today." The word "dynamite" is especially important to this 
reflection about historical and social self-consciousness. If it is true that 
Kopinic knows certain facts which are now unknown, then that means--to extend 
his metaphor--that the explosion would damage the edifice of our knowledge 
about the past whicli we have adopted and with which we analytically approach 
both the past and the present. 


What, then, are the consequences of an awareness that an important figure in 
historical events will not communicate what he knows publicly? They have to 
do with historical truth. And its instrumental role is very great. This 
truth expands the field of awareness of the present and future; people will 
make fewer mistakes today the more they know about what happened yesterday. 


This must also be added. J. Kopinic judges that his knowledge about certain 
matters would be "dynamite even today." That is, of course, subject to doubt. 
Perhaps it would not be. We know that no one can change the past. But an 
awareness of the past is valuable to getting one's historical and social bear- 
ings. 


And now when I read these three sentences of J. Kopinic once again, I come 
back to the initial question--Why is Josip Kopinic silent? 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


FACTS SURROUNDING DISAPPEARANCE OF KRLEZA MANUSCRIPTS 
Zagreb DANAS in Serbo-Croatian 17 May 83 pp 59-60 


[Article by Jadranko Sinkovic: "Miroslav K. and the Grotesque in Public Af- 
fairs" ] 


[Text] Yet another of those sensational news items related to Krleza has 
swelled to a raging roar in our domain; the curious doubters will once again 
be titillated for months, this time perhaps even for years. Om the face of it 
everything has already been said and written, including the most essential 
thing in this entire distorted Kafkian tale about the alleged theft of 
Krleza's manuscript, and that precisely a portion of those which were supposed 
to be opened 20 years after the author's death. 


These manuscripts allegedly disappeared from the premises of the Yugoslav Lex- 
icographic Institution, from the room of the late Dr Andjelko Malinar, the 
editor responsible for arranging Krleza's writings, which has been denied even 
officially in a press conference in the Lexicographic Institution. The insti- 
tution's director, Dr Ivo Cecic, declared categorically that "there had been 
no theft whatsoever of manuscripts belonging to Miroslav Krleza in the Yugo- 
slav Lexicographic Institution," backing up this assertion with the results of 
an expert evaluation by the Zagreb City Secretariat for Internal Affairs, 
“which the Institution itself requested in writing from the city secretariat." 


However, this completed only the middle game of a contest so typical of our 
domain that already there is justified talk about how our ineptness and inabil- 
ity to quickly and effectively arrive at the truth in the war against rumors 
have now become folklore. Had the scandal with Hitler's diaries by some 
chance occurred in our country, it would not have been cleared up in 10 days, 
but most likely 10 years! And thus instead of the authoritative voice of 
the people and institutions responsible for Krleza's legacy resounding openly 
in public, there has only been the implicitly suspect Institution with its de- 
nial. In the corridors they appeal to the old saying "Where there is smoke 
there is fire," and various toadies of our cultural establishment are taking a 
perverse relish in it; "the voice of our homegrown autochthonous blockhead, 
who aside from spritzer and sausage believes in nothing on earth except for 
the Classified Ads" (Krleza), that voice, like ordinary "Philistine beggars" 
(Krleza) is now the loudest in the corridors. Everything is clear to It, He 
has understood everything since the very day when Krleza's will was made 
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public, he has been expecting something like this to happen ever since the 
bankers and politicians set to work so conscientiously on Krleza. 


The Intriguer Mentality 


Thus one of the recent corridor versions of the alieged theft of Krleza's manu- 
scripts runs like this: Krleza's texts which were supposed to be opened in 20 
years were politically dangerous, and the politicians took care of them in 

good time. That harebrained "realization" actually underestimates Krleza him- 
self most of all, obviously demonstrating how the thing it cared least for was 
the Author himself, how what it really wanted was to put on the gallows the 
brightest thing in Krleza's work: that noble vision of a rich society and 
culture, the vision of a man well disposed toward life and devoid of that prim- 
itive economic, political, cultural and social barbarism of ours, which has 
always wanted to simply decapitate with intrigue the dramatic struggle for an 
authentic life of one's own, which in these domains has lasted centuries. And 
it is precisely from that kind of anachronistic consciousness from the last 
century, from that kind of 19th century mentality of the primitive agrarian 

and bourgeois masters, from the chimney corner of the sociopolitical kitchen 
there has come for the umpteenth time that same voice of the peevish malcon- 
tent who, not knowing what to do with himself, tries at all costs to do some- 
thing with others. To hang them, for example? 


But, where there is smoke, there is also a bit of fire! Throughout this en- 
tire affair of Krleza's manuscript there are several interesting facts beyond 
dispute on which one truly can construct tales and anecdotes of various kinds. 
We believe that if all the factors of the post-Krleza period are precisely 
ascertained, the resignation of Marijan Matkovic as chairman and member of the 
Committee for Public Concern About the Work of Miroslav Krleza will be much 
clearer. The stoxy about the theft of Krleza's manuscripts got started after 
that resignation, this past March. To be specific, in his resignation Matko- 
vic clearly expressed dissatisfaction with certain negligent proceduree relat- 
ing to Krleza's legacy, procedures said to "border on the criminal" and for 
which he did not wish to bear responsibility as chairman and member of the 
committee. 


What was it that led Matkovic, a member of the academy, to write the dispro- 
portionately short, but disturbing text of the resignation? The academician 
has promised to answer that question at the next meeting of the Committee for 
Public Concern About the work of Miroslav Krleza (which presumably will fi- 
nally take place!), and he has mentioned to us that soon he himself will write 
a more extensive text about this entire case. It certainly will be one of the 
most interesting texts of our current social chronicle. 


What Belongs to Whom 


But until we learn what it is that academician Matkovic wants to make known, 
it is worth turning with greater care to all those interesting facts, authen- 
tic data, which can furnish some sort of objective foundation for a more com- 
plete and relevant report. First of all, we should recall Krleza's will, in 
which the writer instructs that all his manuscripts located in the apartment 
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on Gvozd, in his room as well as in the room of Dr Malinar in the Yugoslav 
Lexicographic Institution be placed for safekeeping in the National Library 
and University Library, with the proviso that they not be examined nor used in 
any manner whatsoever for 20 years following the author's death. His heirs, 
Enes Cengic and Dr Kresimir Vranesic, are to do the packing and delivery of 
the manuscripts. 


However, during the probate hearing the Yugoslav Lexicographic Institution 
makes a motion for Krleza's editorial notes made during preparation of the 
first edition of "Enciklopedija Jugoslavije" to be omitted from the estate. 
That is, the Yugoslav Lexicographic Institution (JLZ) feels, as it was pre- 
sented to us by Dr Ivo Cecic, that it has a claim to those texts which Krleza 
wrote in his position as editor in chief of "Enciklopedija Jugoslavije" or as 
director of the Institution and in connection with the Institution's work pro- 
grams. "If these texts came into being in the process of working on the In- 
stitution's work schedule," Dr Cecic said, "then they cannot be taken away 
from our institution. These texts do not interest us, however, as texts which 
should be published. They are necessary to us as valuable instructions and 
pointers in our regular work." 


To be altogether clear, it is a question of manuscripts which took the form of 
Krleza's remarks concerning contributions prepared for publication in the "En- 
ciklopedija Jugoslavije" (the so-called "Marginalia Lexicografica"). It is 
well known that in making an incidental remark, in expressing some passing as- 
sociation on the reading of those contributions, Krleza was apt in his bravura 
style to write a brilliant essay, valuable certainly not only for those pre- 
paring the encyclopedia, but indeed for all those devotees of Krleza's thought. 
These texts, however, are a part of those manuscripts which we will possibly 
read in some 20 years. Certainly this is a fact which unquestionably gives 
abundant food to the worm of curiosity. Everyone's. 


Sealing 


But at the time when this was learned Krleza's room in the JLZ had been locked 
for 4.5 years. The keys to Krleza's shelves and closets were in the author's 
dwelling, and no one was allowed into the room itself without permission of 
the author or Dr Ivo Cecic. Not long before his death boxes and suitcases 
containing manuscripts were carried into the room at Krleza's request from the 
dwelling on Gvozd. 


Immediately prior to Krleza's death, the commission of the JLZ sealed Krleza's 
room and the room of Dr Malinar, who at that time was also in the hospital. 
One of the remarks which has become ever more outspoken in the recent past has 
to do precisely with that fact of sealing those rooms. Why were they sealed 
by the JLZ rather than the Regional Bureau for Protection of Cultural Monu- 
ments in Belgrade, which together with the court had sealed the dwelling on 
Gvozd? One particular reason why this is being posed as a relevant question 
these days is that the expert assessment by the city SUP [Secretariat for In- 
ternal Affairs] showed that Malinar's room had not been opened since the mo- 
ment when it was sealed. But it remains uncertain what happened before it was 
sealed. 
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Especially since Krleza explicitly mentions in his will certain wicker hampers 
and a metal cabinet containing annotated manuscripts. And at the time when it 
sealed the room the commission found the cabinet unlocked with the drawers 
open and empty. There were no wicker hampers whatsoever. It is a bit gro- 
tesque, but it is worth noting, that in the consternation which occurred after 
the room was sealed and after the Service for Internal Affairs was called, the 
cleaningwoman announced that even before the room was sealed that cabinet was 
empty, she had been keeping her old shoes in it. 


Consolation 


As for Krleza's own room in the JLZ, after it was sealed there were no suspi- 
cions of a possible disappearance of any manuscripts. Yet it was evident, and 
this was confirmed and entered in the commission's record, that the room, al- 
though sealed, had been opened. That is, on holidays flags had been carried 
through that room to be displayed on the facade of the JLZ building. Alleg- 
edly some of the furniture, old armchairs, had been removed from there. 


Finally, we also need to pose perhaps the most crucial or at least the most 
indicative question in this entire affair. If they did disappear, which manu- 
scripts were those which disappeared? If no one had examined those manu- 
scripts (and as far as we know, no one had, since Krleza explicitly forbade 
that), and if no one had made a list of the manuscripts--who could today even 
prove that something had disappeared if it had disappeared? These questions, 
which in a way are essential, and the impossibility of answering them pre- 
cisely make the atmosphere around Krleza's manuscripts so Kafkian that every 
well-intentioned person must after all be left speechless in this situation. 


It remains, however, as a kind of consolation that according to sources close 
to Krleza's immediate circle, all the important unpublished texts did never- 
theless remain on Gvozd! 


Rent 


But there is yet another interesting detail to be heard: allegedly the JLZ 

at one time raised the question of rent because these rooms are remaining un- 
used. In answer to our query about that Dr Cecic said: "We indeed are call- 
ing for the Krleza legacy to be resolved as soon as possible. How that is 
done is not our problem, since we are not the responsible heirs, nor do we 
have any claims on Krleza's estate. We do not wish to enter into the will and 
everything which actually belongs to Krleza, that is, to his heirs, regardless 
of where those materials are located. If we have already found ourselves in a 
position where some of those materials are located in our building, it is our 
concern to see that nothing is removed and to behave correctly toward Krleza 
and his legacy and to pursue the best intentions. That is indeed what we are 
doing. 


"But we are requesting that today, when 15 or 16 months have already passed 
since Krleza's death, that the problem of Krleza's property be settled! Among 
other things this is causing us various headaches: for example, we have 10 
people working in one room, and here is one empty room. 
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“Otherwise the Institution has, I repeat, been correct toward its founder and 
toward an encyclopedist of world stature. We have adopted a decision to name 
the Institution after him, we have decided, and the preparations are being 
made, to prepare an encyclopedia edition concerning the life and work of Miro- 
slav Krleza, we have decided in his memory to undertake preparations for prepa- 
ration of a large general encyclopedia in some 20 volumes which would bear the 
title ‘Krleziana,' and we have also adopted a decision to turn his room into a 
memorial room, presupposing that what was to be found in Krleza's room would 
Stay there. Were that not the case, what point would such a room have?" 


It is obviously too early to draw any sort of conclusions as yet. A summary 
examination of the facts shows that it was obvious even very early on that 
there would be certain conflicts over the rights to a portion of Krleza's manu- 
scripts. Ko bu "se to zrihtal, ak bog dragi da"? [(?) Who would "straighten 
this out, if the good Lord permitted"? ] 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


CATHOLIC PRESS RESPONDS TO CHARGES OF CROATIAN NATIONALISM 
Zagreb GLAS KONCILA in Serbo-Croatian 1 May 83 p 2 


[Text] Writing about the well-known trial and sentencing of the participants 
in the incident in Lascina, Vojislav Jovovic stated the following in the 
19 April issve of the journal DANAS: 


"Because one cannot remain indifferent if in the well-known popular song 
"Marjane, Marjane," he hears 'Zrinski-Frankopani' instead of the words 
"forward partisans,’ and ‘the name of Jesus’ instead of ‘the name of Tito.'" 


Several lines above, Jovovic designates this version of the well-known song 
as having "a distorted nationalistic content that incites nationalism and 
religious hatred and a schism between peoples and nationalities, and insults 
revolutionary feeling." 


In the same issue of DANAS, in a parallel article, another journalist, Gojko 
Marinkovic, concludes that this incident in Lascina is "one more proof of the 
established fact that there is no appearance of extremist Croatian nationalism 
without a link with the Church or a role of the clergy.” 


The sentences have been passed in the Lascina incident. The newspapers cannot 
and should not make condemnations. This all belongs to history. The news- 
papers are just publishing reactions and commentaries. This belongs entirely 
to today's public, and it is normal to consider it in public, especially 

since the entire incident is taking place at a time when there is also concern 
about other incidents. 


According to the above-mentioned statement in Vojislav Jovwovic article, 
"Nationalism from the Pavilion of the Crude," and could get the impression 

that the names of Zrinski and Frankopan, and even the name of Jesus, are some- 
thing negative per se, contrary to this social order. Naturally the court did 
not approve of this or could net approve of this. It must be said that Jovovic 
himself does not assert it in precisely that way. But when all of this is 
associated with long-term prison sentences, when it is a question of names, 

and specifically the names of Zrinski and Framkopan, which are undoubtedly 
valued not just by Croats but also by all freedom-loving people, and of Jesus 
Christ, absolutely valued by all religious citizens--then one should pay 
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considerable attention not only to what one wanted to say but also to the 
way in which one says it, in order to avoid challenging and disturbing the 
broadest strata of believers and other citizens. 


Jovovic does assert that this had a distorted nationalistic content that in- 
cites nationalism and religious hatred. One would have to believe that by 
mentioning Zrinski and Frankopan he did not want to incide nationalistic 
hatred, or that by mentioning the name of Jesus he did not want to incite 
religious hatred. But nevertheless, shouldn't he have taken care to make 
Sure that no one misunderstood him? Because the people have been proud of 
the Zrinskis and Frankopan for a quarter of a century now, raising them as 
symbols of their unwillingness to yield to any foreign and enslaving force. 
The Croatian Church is also proud of them, because it taught them to be 

like that, and because when looking death in the eye, without yielding, they 
gave magnificent demonstrations of their faith in Jesus Christ the Savior, in 
eternal life, in the permanence of the values for which they sacrificed 
themselves in this world and the next. It is not true that the insertion of 
their names in a well-known song about Marjan was a result of new political 
intentions. People sang that way long before the war. The court could judge 
the intention in a concrete case, but a journalist should not cast judgement 
on a song and on all who have sung or will sing it. 


But what is to be said about citing the name of Jesus in connection with the 
incitement of national and religious hatred? Is there really anyone who 

does not know that Jesus is God and Savior to every Catholic, Orthodox 
veliever, and Protestant--and thus for the overwhelming majority of Serbs, 
Croats, Slovenes, Montenegrins, and Macedonians--in our state and throughout 
the world, and that even for our Muslem brothers this same Jesus is a great 
messenger from God? Thus, how can national and religious hatred be incited 

by this name, which if anything unites the vast multitude of our peoples and 
nationalities, a name which is to be found in many hearts as a sign and a 

call to love and peace among people and nations? Shouldn't more responsible 
thought be taken if anything is to be written about this "incident"? And 

isn't it our immediate task--even if by different ways and means in influencing 
the public--to do what we can against false alarms? Because lies and fears 
really do incite hatred, sow schisms, insult feelings, and at their root smther 
any real revolutionary attitude. 


And what does Gojko Marinkovic really want to claim when he asserts that "the 
established fact is once more proven that there is no appearance of extremist 
Croatian nationalism without a link with the Church and a role by the clergy"? 
He obviously wants to make a harsh judgement about the Church as a factor in 
public life, that would impel every citizen to caution, and suggest to him 
that if he is wise he should keep his distance from such a social and 
historic danger. But had anything at all happened in our recent and remte 
history "without a link with the Church and role by the clergy"? Literacy 
would not exist without the priests Cyril and Methodius. Without their 
successors we would not have celebrated the 500th anniversary of the first 
book. Without the Church and the clergy we would not have grammers, a people's 
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renaissance, universities, or the Yugoslav Academy of Science and Art... 
Finally, the National Liberation Struggle would not have been born without a 
link with the Church and the clergy. It is sufficient to leaf through Ciril 
Petasic's book, "The Catholic Clergy in the National Liberation Struggle, 
1941-1945." 


One should probably conclude from this that what was negative in the events in 
which the Church participated was not the result of its participation. And 
one should make a much more serious and responsible assessment of this history, 
which to a considerable extent, even in its noblest initiatives, has moved 

"in the name of Christ." 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


CRITICISM CONTINUES OF SERBIAN BISHOPS' VISIT TO AUSTRALIA 
Belgrade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian 16 Jun 83 p 3 


[Excerpt] Misuse of the church for political purposes is inadmissible not only 
in Yugoslavia but such conduct and action...by the church is also inadmissible 
outside the country. This was said at a 15 June meeting of the SAWP Central 
Committee Council for Implementing the Role of the Socialist Alliance regarding 
Questions of Religion and Actions by Religious Communities, at which delegates 
were informed about the celebration of the 10th anniversary of the work of the 
Australian-New Zealand Eparchy and the visit to Australia of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church bishops. 


Delegates were also informed in detail about the protest which the FEC (Federal 
Executive Council) Commission for Relations with Religious Communities sent to 
the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Serbian Orthodox Church regarding the partici- 
pation of the Serbian Orthodox Church bishops in the [above] celebration and 
misuse of the occasion for political purposes. The FEC commission declared that 
the celebration was organized and misused by hostile Chetnik emigres and other 
anti-Yugoslav forces. Use of the occasion for expressing such political in- 
tentions cannot be interpreted as anything other than an action against the 
SFRY. 


The FEC commission made the judgment that the sending of an invitation to the 
war criminal Djujic and his presence at official church events where it was 
possible for him to speak in a hostile way against the SFRY, which represents a 
gross misuse of the church for political purposes, also greatly damages the 
reputation not only of our country but also of the Serbian Orthodox Church and 
especially among its adherents in our country and abroad. 


No one is questioning the church-religious mission of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church bishops to Australia, their presence at the anniversary celebration, and 
their participation in the dedication of churches. However, one justifiably 
expects from a bishop of the Serbian Orthodox Church that he not permit the 
interests and reputation of our country and the church itself to be violated by 
the appearance [at such gatherings] of dedicated enemies of the SFRY, it was 
said [at the meeting]. It was pointed out that up to now the Holy Synod has 
not reacted to the protest of the FEC commission. 
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At the meeting on 15 June current questions regarding the relations of the 
Serbian Orthodox Church and the Macedonian Orthodox Church were also dis- 
cussed.... It was stressed that the views on the relations of the state and 
religious communities are clear and that all religious communities are equal 
in their activity. A summary will be made on the discussion regarding rela- 
tions between the Serbian and Macedonian Orthodox Churches and will be adopted 
at the next meeting. 


The SAWP council also heard a report on dedication of the Serbian Parochial 
Church in Jasenovac, the place where thousands of innocent victims were executed. 
This church, a memorial monument, was built with contributions from Yugoslav 
citizens within the country and abroad and will be dedicated in September. 


[Editorial note: The 15 April 1983 issue of PRAVOSLAVLJE, organ of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church, publishes on page 2 a statement by the bishops who attended 
the church dedications in Australia in March which resulted in the above criti- 
cism, as well as previous press reprimand. They say, among other things: "We 
did not travel [to Australia] on our own initiative (as is stated in the press) 
but with the official approval of the patriarch and even in order to represent 
him at these ceremonies.... We did not have the right to interfere in recep- 
tions and banquets which were held, since we ourselves were guests. ...We 
separate ourselves from all attempts to use the Serbian Orthodox Church for 
political purposes, as well as from Momcilo Djujic. We are prepared to give a 
full account to all appropriate persons, either from the church, or the state, 
for all that we said or did during our visit. We believe that we carried out 
our duty honorably, not desiring to do anything that would not be useful for 
our church or country."] 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


SERBIAN CHURCH COMMUNIQUE NOTES PROBLEMS WITH STATE 


[Editorial Report] PRAVOSLAVLJE, Belgrade-published organ of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church, of 15 June 1983, publishes on pages 1, 2 a communique on the 
23-27 May 1983 annual meeting in the Belgrade Patriarchate of the church 
assembly, which points out that two bishops, namely, the Eastern America and 
Canada and Australia-New Zealand bishops, did not attend. "From the reports 
on the work of the church in Yugoslavia and abroad it can be stated: that the 
general conditions in the church are quite complicated and difficult, that many 
problems which have existed previously and been reported have not been solved; 
that the conduct of certain governmental organs toward the church is not always 
in accord with the constitution; that there are negative occurrences regarding 
participation in church ceremonies; that pressure is still applied to children 
who take part in St Sava celebrations or who attend religious instruction; ... 
that some church property guaranteed to it by law has been taken from the 
church; that not one new church has been built since the war in the church 
districts of Banat, sumadija, and Nis; that pressure on Orthodox believers is 
still felt in Kosovo and their emigration from Kosovo continues; that permission 
has not yet been obtained to build churches dedicated to St Sava in Belgrade 
and in Split; and that the protocol signed by the Serbian Church and the 
Socialist Republic of Croatia on the return of sacred objects from the Zagreb 
historical museum and other institutions has not yet been carried out." 


The same issue of this paper reports on page 7 that repeated vandalism and 
thefts had recently been carried out against Serbian churches by Albanians in 
the villages of Petrovac and Dobrcane near Gnjilane in Kosovo. 
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